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Health  Department, 

DEWSBURY. 

To  the  Chairman  and  A1  embers  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Field  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  the  Annual  Report  on  the 
health  services  for  Dewsbury  for  the  year  1953. 

The  Registrar  General  estimated  the  civilian  population  of 
the  town  at  mid- 1953  at  52,990,  an  increase  of  80  on  the  corres- 
ponding figure  for  1952.  The  natural  increase  in  the  population 
of  Dewsbury  (that  is  the  excess  of  live  births  over  deaths)  during 
the  year  was  163. 

Live  births  registered  were  890  composing  449  males  and 
441  females.  Of  this  number  54  or  6-07%  were  illegitimate  as 
compared  with  46  or  5 • 1%  in  1952.  The  birth  rate  for  the  year 
was  16-79  as  compared  with  16-95  for  the  previous  year.  The 
corrected  live  birth  rate  was  17-46  and  the  national  figure  was 
15  -5. 

The  Still-Birth  Rate  was  22-00  per  1,000  total  births  a 
decrease  on  the  previous  year’s  figure  of  29-22. 

The  death  rate  of  13  -72  per  1,000  population  was  above  the 
national  rate  of  11-4  but  a decrease  on  the  town’s  1952  death 
rate  of  13  -74.  The  heaviest  mortality  was  caused  by  the  group 
including  heart  di.sease  and  other  diseases  of  the  circulatory 
system,  which  accounted  for  288  deaths  or  39  -6%  of  the  total  of 
727  deaths  from  all  causes,  and  a death  rate  of  5-45  per  1,000 
persons  living.  Cancer  (all  forms)  was  responsible  for  104  deaths 
and  a death  rate  of  1-96  per  1,000  persons  living,  and  causing 
14-3%  of  the  deaths  from  all  causes.  Tuberculosis  of  the  res- 
piratory system  was  the  cause  of  7 deaths,  giving  a death  rate  of 
0-13  per  1,000  living  as  against  0-23  in  1952.  For  the  third 
year  in  succession  there  were  no  maternal  deaths. 

Out  of  a total  of  727  deaths,  494,  i.e.,  67  -9%  were  in  persons 
over  65  years  of  age,  and  153,  i.e.,  21-0%  were  in  persons 
between  45-65  years  of  age.  It  will  thus  be  seen  that  88-9%  of 
all  deaths  were  in  persons  over  45  years  of  age. 

The  Infant  Death  Rate,  i.e.,  the  number  of  deaths  of 
children  under  1 year  per  1,000  live  births  was  39-32.  The 
national  figure  was  28-6  and  that  of  the  160  County  Boroughs 
and  Great  Towns  (including  London)  was  30-8. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  diseases  (other  than 
tuberculosis)  which  occurred  in  Dewsbury  during  1953  was  958 
as  against  785  in  1952.  Of  this  total  approximately  70%  were 
mea.sles,  12%  whooping  cough,  10%  scarlet  fever,  3%  dysentery 
and  2%  pneumonia.  There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria. 
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Co-operation  and  Co-ordination  in  the  National  Health  Service. 

Co-operation  between  the  Local  Authority  Health  Services, 
the  General  Practitioners  and  Hospital  Services  continued  to  be 
satisfactory  during  the  year.  Throughout  the  country  there 
has  been  much  discussion  on  the  apparent  lack  of  co-operation 
between  the  three  branches  of  the  Health  Service,  and  it  is  an 
accepted  fact  that  such  co-operation  is  essential  for  the  proper 
functioning  of  the  service.  Suggestions  have  been  put  forward 
for  the  establishment  of  further  committees  in  an  endeavour  to 
achieve  this  aim.  I personally,  feel  very  strongly  that,  in 
Dewsbury  at  least,  and  probably  throughout  the  country,  an 
increase  in  the  number  of  existing  committees  would  not  produce 
more  effective  liaison  than  that  which  already  exists,  and  I 
believe  that  further  co-operation  and  co-ordination  can  only  be 
brought  about  through  the  goodwill  and  understanding  of  the 
actual  persons,  both  medical  and  lay,  who  are  actively  running 
the  services  day  by  day.  Until  such  willingness  to  co-operate  is 
accepted  by  all  such  persons,  it  appears  to  me  that  a true  fully 
effective  one  hundred  per  cent.  National  Health  Service  will  not 
be  possible.  My  experience  leads  me  to  believe  that  the  barriers 
between  these  three  different  branches  are  gradually  but  surely 
being  broken  down  and  one  can  look  forward  in  the  future  to  the 
functioning  of  the  National  Health  Service  as  a comprehensive 
whole. 

Housing. 

It  is  agreed  by  all  that  a house  of  one’s  own  with  reasonable 
amenities  is  essential  for  the  well  being  and  stability  of  many 
marriages  and  for  the  correct  upbringing  of  children,  and  what- 
ever steps  can  be  taken  to  produce  such  houses  whether  by 
building  new  ones  or  improving  old  ones,  are  surely  a very  wise 
investment  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

One  aspect  of  the  housing  drive,  which  the  Housing  Com- 
mittee has  already  taken  some  steps  to  deal  with,  is  worthy  of 
emphasis.  I refer  to  the  fact  that  there  are  many  aged  couples 
and  single  persons  living  in  houses,  both  privately  and  Council 
owned,  which  are  big  enough  to  accommodate  a reasonably 
sized  family.  Whilst  it  is  fully  realised  that  the  Council  has 
neither  the  power  or  any  wish  whatsoever  to  compel  such 
persons  to  leave  their  homes  for  smaller  ones  unless  they  so  desire, 
it  would  be  foolfsh  to  expect  them  to  exchange  a house  with  all 
reasonable  amenities  for  probably  a dampish  back-to-back  house 
and  having  to  share  a lavatory  20-30  yards  away  with  a number 
of  other  families.  In  effect  what  must  be  offered  is  a small 
modern  simple  type  dwelling,  easy  to  work  and  reasonable  in  rent 
and  rates,  and  if  such  accommodation  was  made  available  in 
sufficient  numbers  I feel  that  many  of  the  larger  type  houses 
would  be  released  for  larger  families.  This  aspect  of  housing  is 
also  closely  related  to  the  re-housing  of  persons  from  slum 
clearance  areas  and  provision  of  such  simple  type  small  dwellings 
will  assuredly  have  to  be  made  for  single  and  aged  couples. 
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Health  Visitors. 

The  recruitment  of  Health  Visitors  is  extremely  difficult. 
Her  duties  are  such  that  she  deals  with  the  family  as  a whole, 
whereas  previously  to  the  introduction  of  the  National  Health 
Service  Act,  she  dealt  with  mothers  and  young  children.  She 
has  access  to  every  home  which  contains  children  in  health  and 
sickness,  and  she  has  been  described  as  the  “General  Practi- 
tioner’’ of  medico-social  work,  other  visitors  being  specialists, 
e.g.,  home  hurses,  mental  health  workers,  who  might  be  called  in 
by  her.  The  population  is  showing,  and  will  continue  to  show, 
an  increasing  proportion  of  aged  persons,  and  I believe  that  as 
part  of  her  duty  a Health  Visitor  should  know  all  such 
persons  on  her  district,  visit  regularly  and  give  what  advice  and 
help  she  can.  In  many  cases  she  would  be  able  to  relieve  much 
suffering  and  anxiety  by  ensuring  that  the  aged  persons  were 
enabled  to  make  use  of  the  facilities  which  are  available  under 
the  National  Health  Service  Act.  The  Health  Visitor  should 
also  work  in  the  closest  co-operation  with  General  Practitioners 
as  she  could  be  an  invaluable  source  of  help  to  him.  Recently 
this  matter  of  co-operation  between  the  General  Practitioner  and 
Health  Visitor  was  discussed  at  the  Local  Medical  Committee  and 
it  was  agreed  by  the  General  Practitioners  present  that  such 
co-operation  was  highly  desirable.  Unfortunately,  through  the 
shortage  of  staff  and  the  impossibility  of  recruiting  further 
trained  Health  Visitors  it  has  been  impossible  to  implement  as 
yet  any  formulated  scheme  to  bring  this  effective  co-operation 
into  being. 

Occupational  Therapy  for  Domiciliary  Tubercular  Patients. 

Some  three  years  ago  the  Council  agreed  to  the  Tuberculosis 
Visitor  arranging  for  occupational  therapy  for  patients  in  their 
own  homes.  This  has  proved  to  be  a most  succes.sful  venture 
and  the  patients  have  shown  eagerness  and  interest  in  such 
work,  e.g.  hand  loom  weaving,  lamp.shade  making,  embroidery, 
rug  making,  etc.  The  obvious  advantage  of  siich  therapy  is 
that  it  helps  very  much  in  the  recovery  of  patients  from  their 
illness. 

Mass  Radiography  Unit. 

During  the  year  Dewsbury  was  fortunate  in  having  the 
Mass  Radiography  Unit  visit  the  town.  The  Unit  was  sited  in 
the  premises  of  the  Health  Department  in  the  Municipal  Build- 
ings, and  anyone  who  so  desired  could  be  examined  free  of  charge. 
Advantage  was  taken  of  this  facility  by  many  firms,  members 
of  the  school  meals  .service,  nurseries,  teachers,  corporation 
departments,  and  altogether  3,408  persons  were  X-rayed.  Of 
this  number  fourteen  cases  were  referred  to  the  Chest  Clinic  for 
further  investigation  and  of  these,  six  were  found  to  be  sxiffering 
from  active  tuberculosis.  This  result  shows  the  value  of  such 
examinations,  and  even  if  no  ca.ses  had  been  discovered,  the  relief 
afforded  to  .so  many  people  is  in  itself  of  the  highest  importance. 
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Tuberculosis  Statistics. 

It  will  be  noted  from  the  Tuberculosis  Statistics  that  the 
number  of  notifications  has  increased  but  the  death  rate  from 
Respiratory  Tuberculosis  has  decreased  from  0-23  per  1,000 
population  in  1952  to  0-13  in  1953.  These  figures  in  some 
measure  show  the  value  of  contact  investigation  and  the  efficacy 
of  modern  treatment.  It  is  pleasing  to  report  that  the  co-opera- 
tion between  the  chest  physician  Dr.  Viner  and  myself  in  en- 
deavouring to  prevent  the  spread  of  tuberculosis  has  been 
excellent,  and  my  thanks  are  due  to  him  for  his  valuable  work. 

Vaccination. 

During  1953  there  were  a number  of  cases  of  smallpox 
around  Dewsbury,  but  very  fortunately  none  in  the  town.  A 
large  number  of  persons  were  vaccinated  by  the  General 
Practitioners  and  the  medical  staff  of  the  Health  Department, 
although  it  was  not  considered  necessary  to  advise  anything  like 
mass  vaccination.  Investigations  into  the  cases  of  smallpox 
which  did  occur  showed  (1)  that  persons  who  are  not  vaccinated 
are  more  prone  to  develop  the  disease  and  (2)  unvaccinated 
persons  suffer  more  severel}^  than  those  vaccinated.  All  babies 
at  about  three  months  of  age  should  receive  the  protection  which 
vaccination  can  confer  upon  them,  it  is  a duty  which  all  parents 
should  seriously  consider. 

The  Orchard  School. 

This  Occupation  Centre  for  backward  children  opened  on 
April  14th,  1953,  and  it  has  proved  to  be  a great  success.  Thanks 
are  most  certainly  due  to  Miss  Byrne,  the  Supervisor,  and  her 
staff  for  the  untiring  efforts  and  devotion  they  have  given  to  the 
children.  The  latter  are  all  apparently  very  happy  and  very 
plea.sed  indeed  to  come  to  their  "School”  and  they  have  shown  a 
marked  improvement.  A Parent  Teacher  Association  has  been 
formed  to  discuss  mutual  problems  and  this  association  meets 
regularly.  It  is  gratifying  to  report  that  nearly  all  the  parents 
of  the  children  attending  the  school  are  members  and  they  exhibit 
great  enthu.siasm  and  interest.  The  residents  of  Dewsbury 
have  also  shown  a great  interest  in  this  Occupation  Centre,  and 
sincere  thanks  must  be  given  to  the  Trades  A Friendly  Club, 
Dewsbury,  who  arranged  a concert  and  as  a result  subscribed 
£65  to  the  Amenity  Fund  for  the  benefit  of  the  children  attending 
the  centre.  A very  kindly  gesture  indeed. 

Home  Nursing  Service. 

The  number  of  calls  made  upon  this  service  is  increasing 
year  by  year,  e.g.  in  1950  total  visits  were  18,117,  whereas  in 
1954  they  were  23,743,  the  number  of  cases  treated  in  1950  being 
761  and  in  1953,  1,027.  The  number  of  cases  over  65  years  of 
age  was  481  and  over  13,000  visits  were  paid  to  them.  There  is 
no  doubt  that  this  particular  service  will  continue  to  expand. 
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because  the  General  Practitioner  and  Hospitals  are  making 
increasing  use  of  it,  and  because  the  proportion  of  aged  persons 
in  the  population  is  growing.  The  Home  Nursing  Service  really 
does  play  an  important  part  in  the  relief  of  suffering,  enabling 
persons  to  remain  in  their  own  homes  whilst  sick,  and  so  helping 
to  relieve  the  congestion  in  hospitals.  Also  from  a financial 
point  of  view  the  service,  through  attending  to  ill  persons  in 
their  own  homes,  saves  the  country  as  a whole  much  of  the 
expense  which  would  be  involved  if  they  became  hospital 
patients.  A twenty-four  hour  service  is  maintained  and  every 
three  months  the  General  Practitioners  and  Hospitals  receive  a 
time  table  which  enables  them  to  obtain  the  services  of  a Home 
Nurse  anytime  during  the  day  or  night. 

Home  Help  Service. 

The  calls  upon  the  Home  Help  Service  still  continue  to 
increase.  Most  of  the  requests  are  genuine,  but  occasionally 
it  does  happen  that  the  most  vociferous  demands  are  made  for 
Home  Helps  by  families  who  can  well  do  without  them.  The 
Home  Help  Service  is  not  a domestic  agency  but  is  a service  to 
help  those  who  are  genuinely  in  need  of  it  through  old  age,  ill 
health,  etc.,  where  no  other  help  is  available.  It  would  appear 
on  occasions  that  a certain  number  of  people  do  not  wish  to  accept 
any  responsibility  whatsoever  for  the  care  and  comfort  of  their 
close  relatives,  an  attitude  of  mind  which  is  to  be  deplored. 

Dental  Care  for  Expectant  and  Nursing  Mothers. 

In  spite  of  the  shortage  of  dentists  it  is  plea.sing  to  report 
that  all  expectant  and  nursing  mothers,  who  were  referred  from 
the  Corporation’s  ante- natal  clinics  received  adequate  dental 
treatment  at  the  Central  Dental  Clinic  in  Leeds  Road. 

Home  Accidents. 

One  hears  so  much  about  the  prevention  of  road  accidents, 
and  quite  rightly  so,  that  one  is  inclined  to  overlook  the  fact 
that  Home  Accidents  cause  large  loss  of  life  and  much  suffering 
and  disability.  Indeed  it  has  been  stated  and  figures  given  to 
show  that  during  the  past  ten  years  more  people  died  from  Home 
Accidents  than  from  Road  Accidents.  During  the  last  three 
years,  according  to  the  Register  of  Deaths,  fatalities  in  Dewsbury 
directlv  attributable  to  accidents  in  the  home  during  the  years 
19.51-52-5.3  were  8,  9 and  9 respectively.  Deaths  due  to  road 
accidents  in  comparison  for  the  same  years  were  2,  2 and  4,  and 
the  comparison  certainly  gives  food  for  thought.  Details  of 
steps  taken  by  the  Health  Department  to  decrease  the  number 
of  home  accidents  have  been  given  in  previous  reports  and  to 
some  extent  in  this  report,  and  such  educational  work  continues 
to  be  carried  out  by  the  Nursing  Staff. 


12 


Smoke  Abatement. 

Mr.  Howarth,  the  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector,  points  out  in 
his  report  that  the  average  monthly  deposit  of  soot  has  decreased 
from  22-91  tons  per  square  mile  in  1951  to  16-31  tons  in  1953. 
Although  this  is  a step  in  the  right  direction  it  is  obvious  that 
the  deposit  is  still  much  too  high  and  is  a cause  of  great  concern 
to  many  people.  It  is  agreed  that  the  air  we  breathe  should  be 
clear  and  unpolluted,  and  the  sooner  that  stage  is  reached  the 
healthier  it  will  be  for  all.  Unfortunately  the  problem  of  smoke 
abatement  is  not  so  easy  a solution  as  many  seem  to  imagine 
as  there  are  many  difficulties  which  cannot  be  overcome  over- 
night. In  brief,  if  all  industrial  firms  had  the  right  type  of 
boilers,  the  correct  grade  of  coal  and  effective  methods  of  stoking 
whether  by  hand  or  meachanical,  the  smoke  nuisance  would 
show  considerable  improvement.  Efforts  are  constantly  being 
made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  to  achieve  this  diminution  in 
smoke  by  contact  with  works  engineers  and  the  Ministry  of  Fuel 
and  Power  who  are  always  willing  to  inspect  premises  and  advise. 
It  must  not  be  forgotten  that  domestic  smoke  is  also  contributing 
in  no  small  measure  to  the  smoke  nuisance.  Many  of  the  houses  in 
Dewsbury  are  fitted  with  grates  in  which  it  is  not  possible  to 
burn  smokeless  fuel  and  until  some  scheme  is  produced  that  will 
enable  such  grates  to  be  replaced  b}^  those  which  do  burn  smoke- 
less fuel  their  contribution  to  the  smoke  nuisance  will  remain. 
Happily,  however,  all  the  new  houses  that  are  being  built  by  the 
Council  are  fitted  with  the  improved  type  of  grate  capable  of 
burning  coke,  but  here  again  the  average  English  household  has 
been  accustomed  for  many  years  to  burning  ordinary  coal  that 
it  will  take  some  considerable  time  to  change  the  habits  of  a life- 
time. Furthermore,  the  financial  aspect  plays  an  important 
part,  and  until  coke  can  be  purchased  more  cheaply  than  coal, 
the  housewife  will  on  purely  financial  grounds  continue  to 
purchase  coal.  The  country  as  a whole  seems  to  be  becoming 
increasingly  aware  and  concerned  about  the  effect  of  smoke  on 
people’s  health,  and  the  immense  amount  of  money  which  is 
literally  being  wasted  throxigh  inefficient  combustion  of  fuel,  and 
it  is  evident  that  apart  from  local  endeavours,  steps  on  a national 
basis  will  have  to  be  taken  to  abate  this  wasteful  nuisance. 

Full  statements  regarding  the  various  services  appear  in 
the  respective  sections,  and  I trust  the  report  will  be  of  interest  to 
all  members  of  the  Council. 

May  I take  this  opportunity  to  tender  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  Committee  my  sincere  appreciation  of  the 
generous  help  and  support  so  freely  given  throughout  the  year. 

I also  wish  to  thank  the  Town  Clerk  and  other  officers  of 
the  Council  for  their  valuable  co-operation  and  help,  and  lastly 
and  by  no  means  the  least  my  own  staff,  professional  and 
clerical,  for  their  conscientious  work  throughout  the  year. 

I am. 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

T.  W.  KORSDN, 

Medical' Officer  of  Health. 


STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS 


OF  THE  AREA 
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Area  (in  acres)  6,720 

Estimated  civilian  population  (Mid.  1953)  62,990 

Number  of  Inhabited  houses  at  31st  December,  1953  ...  17,674 

Back-to-back  houses  ...  approx.  4,000 

Rateable  Value  at  1st  April,  1953  ...  ...  £323,900 

Estimated  product  of  a penny  rate  1953/54  ...  ...  £1,279 

I am  indebted  to  the  Borough  Treasurer  (Mr.  J.  L.  Dyson) 
for  the  financial  statement  below,  showing  the  cost  of  the  health 
services  for  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1954. 


Local  Health  Services. 


Net  Cost  before 
Deduction  of  Grant 


Section  22. 

Care  of  Mothers  and  Young  Children  ... 

£17,151 

Section  23. 

Midwives  Services 

£3,027 

Section  24. 

Health  Visiting  ... 

£4,141 

Section  25. 

Home  Nursing 

£5,534 

Section  26. 

Vaccination  and  Immunisation 

£884 

Section  27. 

Ambulance  Services 

£10,090 

Section  28. 

Prevention  of  Illness.  Care  and  After 

Care 

£3,196 

Section  29. 

Home  Helps 

£7,222 

Section  51. 

Mental  Health  Services  ... 

£1,898 

Occupation  Centre  

£3,288 

Public  Health  Act,  1936 — 

Notification  of  Infectious  Diseases  ... 

£59 

Central  Council  for  Health  Education 

£20 

Total 

£56.510 
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Vital  Statistics. 


1953 

1952 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Total 

Number  of  Live  Births  : 

Legitimate  ... 

424 

412 

836 

851 

Illegitimate  ... 

25 

29 

54 

46 

Total  ... 

449 

441 

890 

897 

Number  of  Still  Births  : 

Legitimate  ... 

14 

5 

19 

26 

Illegitimate 

1 

— 

1 

1 

Total  ... 

15 

5 

20 

27 

Total  Number  of  Births, 

Live  and  Still : 

Legitimate  ... 

438 

417 

855 

877 

Illegitimate 

26 

29 

55 

47 

Total  ... 

464 

446 

910 

924 

Total  Number  of  Deaths 

349 

378 

727 

727 

Deaths  (under  1 year)  : 

Legitimate  Infants 

19 

16 

35 

27 

Illegitimate  Infants 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Total  ... 

19 

16 

35 

29 

Deaths  of  infants  under  4 
weeks  of  age  : 

Legitimate  Infants 

9 

10 

19 

17 

Illegitimate  Infants 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Total  ... 

9 

10 

19 

19 

Area  Comparability  factors  : Births  1 • 04 


Deaths  1 • 00 
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Comparison  of  Vital  Statistics,  Dewsbury  and  England  and 

Wales,  1953. 

160  County 
England  Boroughs 

Dewsbury  & & Great  Dewsbury 

1963  Wales  Towns  1962 


Rate  per  1,000  Population  : 

Live  Births  ... 

Corrected  Live  Birth  Rate  ... 
Still-births  ... 

Annual  Death  Rate  per  1,000 
Population  : 

All  causes 

Whooping  Cough  ... 
Diphtheria  ... 

Influenza 

Measles 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  ... 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 
Pneumonia  ... 

Smallpox 

Acute  Poliomyelitis... 
Still-birth  rate  (per  1,000  live 
and  still-births)  ... 

Rate  per  1,000  Live  Births  ; 
Diarrhoea  & Enteritis  Deaths 
(Under  2 years)  ... 

Deaths  under  one  year 

Maternal  Mortality  Rate  per 
1,000  Total  Births  : 

Sepsis  of  pregnancy,  child- 
birth and  the  puerperium 
Abortion  with  toxaemia 
Other  toxaemias  of  pregnancy 
and  the  puerperium 
Haemorrhage  of  pregnancy 
and  childbirth 

Abortion  without  mention  of 
sepsis  or  toxaemia 
Abortion  with  sepsis 
Other  complications  of  preg- 
nancy, childbirth  and  the 
puerperium 


16.79 

16-5 

17-0 

16-95 

17-46 

— 

— 

17-63 

0-38 

0-35 

0-43 

0-61 

13-72 

11-4 

12-2 

13-74 

0-00 

0-01 

0-01 

0-02 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-11 

0-16 

0-15 

0-04 

0-05 

Not  Available 

0-00 

0-131 

0-02/ 

0-20 

0-24 

/0-23 

10-02 

0-49 

0-55 

0-59 

0-38 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-00 

0-01 

0-01 

0-02 

22-0 

22-4 

24-8 

29-22 

O' 

■00 

1-1 

!■ 

3 

!• 

11 

39' 

32 

28-6 

30' 

•8 

32' 

33 

0-00 

0-10 

— 

0-00 

0-00 

0-01 

— 

0-00 

0-00 

0-24 

— 

0-00 

0-00 

0-13 

— 

0-00 

0-00 

0-04 



0-00 

0-00 

006 

— 

0-00 

000 

0-18 

0-00 

Population. 

1931  Census — 54,302. 

1951  Census — 53,4S7. 

The  Registrar  General  estimated  the  home  population  (all 
ages),  in  1953  to  be  52,900  an  increase  of  80  on  the  total  for  1952. 

The  natural  increase  of  the  population  (excess  of  live  births 
over  deaths)  was  103. 


TABLES  ABSTRACTED  FROM  THE  CENSUS  REPORT  1951  — YORKSHIRE  WEST  RIDING. 
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Birth  Rate. 

In  1953,  the  number  of  live  births  was  890,  7 less  than  in 
1962,  giving  a birth  rate  of  16-79  per  1,000  population  compared 
with  the  previous  year's  rate  of  16-95. 

The  corrected  birth  rate  (Registrar  Generals  area  compara- 
bility factor  1 .04)  was  17.46  and  the  birth  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  was  15.5  per  1,000  population  for  1963. 


The  birth  rates  and  maternal  mortality  rates  for  Dewsbury 
since  1941  are  as  follows  : — 


1941 

Birth  Rate 

14-7 

Maternal 
Mortality  Rate 

6-31 

1942  . 

17-3 

1-14 

1943 

— 

18-7 

1-07 

1944 

— 

20-8 

1-8 

1945 

18-1 

Nil 

1946 

20-4 

1-90 

1947 

— 

23-9 

2-41 

1948 

19-3 

Nil 

1949 

19-2 

Nil 

1950 

17-7 

2-07 

1961 

17-93 

Nil 

1952 

* 

16-95 

Nil 

1953 

16-79 

Nil 

Death  Rate. 

In  1953  the  number  of  deaths  was  727,  the  same  as  the 
previous  year  and  the  death  rate  was  13-72  per  1,000  population 
compared  with  13  -74  in  1952. 

The  death  rate  for  England  and  Wales  in  1953  was  11-4 
pel  1,000  population. 


> 

t 

j c 
< >■ 
H ^ 
K 

II 

-J 

Zt3 

< 

zC 

<n 

5 

u 

<5 

England 

and 

Wales 

901 

130 

95 

109 

105 

110 

OS 

96 

97 

OS 

00 

© 

00 

CO 

00 

69 

76 

75 

70 

69 

66 

74 

o 

© 

99 

66 

64 

69 

57 

© 

© 

68 

© 

© 

60 

© 

© 

69 

49 

46 

43 

If 

34 

32 

30 

29*6 

27-6 

28-6 

(a. 

1 Dewsbury 

1470 

154*3 

102-6 

131-3 

113-7 

116*3 

05 

97*0 

112*0 

o 

:: 

110-1 

© 

in 

f- 

o 

00 

©9 

00 

'ii 

O 

© 

00 

105*7 

89-0 

63-2 

66*2 

93-4 

4 

© 

76-7 

! 88-0 

91-8 

57-2 

52-6 

68-5 

62-1 

11-6  1 51-2 

49*7 

51*3 

62-9 

70-7 

50-5 

36-7 

© 

« 

© 

41-6 

45-19 

40-39 

30*66 

24*47 

36-79 

32-33 

09 

© 

© 

© 

1 

tfi 
■ 2 

H 

< 

» 

1 

’ « 

h 

£ 

Death 
Rate  ‘ 
England 
and 
Wales 

T}' 

« 

to 

4< 

13-3 

13*8 

14-0 

15*7 

14-4 

14-4 

17-6 

13-8 

12*4 

(M 

© 

© 

12-2 

12-2 

11-6 

12-3  ; 

13*4 

11-4 

12*3 

12*0 

12-3 

© 

09 

C9 

12*1  1 

14-3 

12-9 

11-6 

© 

© 

11-5 

12-0 

© 

o 

9*TT  1 

© 

09 

11-3 

11-4  ' 

Death 

Rate 

to 

17-4 

»o 

16*8 

15-9 

17-12 

15*2 

14-1 

20-25 

17-5 

<N 

14-9 

13-32 

14-0 

© 

4 

o 

13-59 

15*1 

13*9 

17-6 

13-1 

14*78 

09 

m 

15-4 

12-6 

! 12-9 

15-5 

14-8 

13*3 

© 

© 

1 15-6 

1 

14-11 

14-2 

15*9 

15-58 

14-13 

14-76 

13-17 

© 

4 

© 

14-44 

13-74 

1 13-72 

Total 

Deaths 

to 

CD 

932 

828 

907 

860 

CO 

05 

os 

739 

956 

930 

00 

t- 

o 

00 

745 

803 

m 

<x> 

00 

00 

823 

729 

811 

740 

© 

© 

© 

697 

804 

819 

© 

09 

© 

675 

169 

© 

09 

© 

© 

© 

t-- 

704 

700 

© 

710 

© 

© 

757 

09 

© 

© 

727 

09 

o 

r- 

751 

09 

© 

© 

© 

t- 

© 

r- 

© 

© 

727 

1 15-5  1 727  i 

Birth 

Rate 

England 

and 

Wales 

00 

24*4 

23-8 

■4 

O) 

23-8 

21*9 

20-9 

17*8  1 

17-7 

lO 

CO 

OS 

»o 

1 f-ZZ 

1 

© 

o 

CN 

© 

© 

© 

17-8 

16-7 

16*7 

© 

© 

16-3 

16*8 

15*3 

1 f-n 

14-8 

14-7 

© 

4 

© 

4 

© 

15*0 

14-6 

09 

4 

© 

© 

16-5  j 

© 

: 16-1 

1-61 

© 

o 

09 

17-9 

16-7 

© 

© 

© 

© 

15-3  ' 

Birth 

Rate 

20-7  j 

21*7. 

in 

CO 

Ol 

OQ 

CO 

23-9 

CO 

05 

o 

U5 

OS 

16*8 

17-4 

o 

CO 

OJ 

22-08 

00 

17-05 

OO 

r- 

17-2 

16-96 

16-2 

16*18 

15-33 

16-4 

13*65 

t" 

4 

09 

4 

© 

14-3 

14-8 

i> 

© 

09 

4 

14*42 

© 

© 

4 

t-- 

4 

© 

© 

© 

t- 

© 

o 

09 

© 

© 

© 

o 

09 

© 

© 

09 

09 

M 

© 

r- 

© 

t- 

17-93 

16-96 

1 16-79 

i 

Total 

Births 



1901 

1160 

1199 

1261 

1293 

1135 

1104 

926 

616  lOI'i^ 

52,969  1 1056 

65,080  1 1271 

1197 

1004 

942 

1022 

© 

© 

910 

870 

860 

813 

872 

743 

795 

762 

734 

761 

© 

© 

805 

1 n 

1 753  1 

© 

© 

© 

t' 

745  1 

848 

168 

© 

© 

848 

1 1012 

t- 

09 

1015 

1011 

O 
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1 890 

1 Population  | 
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53,856 
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53,299 

51.855 

(N 

OS 

»o 

54,164  1 
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© 
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The  following  Table  gives  an  Analysis  of  the  Causes  of  Death  : 
Causes  of  Death  1953  and  comparison  with  1952  figures. 

Registrar-General’s  figures. 


Classifica- 
tion No. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

1963 

Total 

1952 

1 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

n 

— 

7 

12 

o 

rubcroulosis,  other 

— 

1 

1 

1 

3 

Syphilitic  diseases 

— 

2 

2 

4 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

— 

5 

VVhoupiug  Cough 

— 

— 

— 

1 

6 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

1 

7 

Acute  pi)liom\  elitis 

— 

— 

— 

1 

8 

Measles 

1 

2 

3 

— 

9 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

3 

10 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ... 

13 

12 

25 

25 

11 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung,  bronchus  . . . 

16 

4 

20 

17 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast 

1 

8 

9 

11 

13 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus 

— 

9 

9 

7 

14 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neo- 
plasms 

18 

23 

41 

56 

15 

Leukaemia,  aleukacmia 

2 

3 

5 

5 

16 

Diabetes 

2 

4 

6 

5 

17 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

47 

71 

118 

130 

18 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

69 

40 

99 

83 

19 

Hypertension  with  heart  disea  -e 

11 

10 

21 

20 

20 

Other  heart  diseases 

50 

78 

128 

127 

21 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

19 

21 

40 

27 

22 

luflueiiz.i  ... 

3 

3 

6 

2 

23 

Pneumonia 

16 

10 

26 

20 

24 

Bronclntis 

28 

20 

48 

54 

25 

Other  diseases  of  respiratory  system  ... 

3 

3 

6 

3 

26 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

4 

1 

5 

4 

27 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

2 

2 

3 

28 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

5 

9 

14 

15 

29 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate. . . 

2 

— 

2 

3 

30 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  .. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

31 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

2 

5 

3 

32 

Otht-r  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases... 

21 

31 

52 

60 

33 

Motor  vehicle  accidents... 

4 

2 

6 

3 

34 

.All  other  accidents 

13 

4 

17 

14 

35 

.suicide 

1 

2 

3 

7 

36 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

““ 

lota) 

349 

378 

727 

727 

22 


Causes  of  Death  at  Different  Periods  of  Life. 
Registrar  General’s  Figures  1953. 


Und 

er  1 

1- 

•4 

5— 

14 

15- 

-24 

25—44 

45—64 

65- 

-74 

75  and 
Over 

— *■ 
Totii 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F. 

M. 

F- 

M. 

1 F. 

M. 

f 

Tuberculosis,  respiratory 

2 

3 

1| 

1 1 

7 

Tuberculosis,  other  

1 

1 1 

Syphilitic  diseases  

2 

1 

Diphtheria  

i 

1 

Whooping  Cough  

1 

1 

1 

“i 

Meningococcal  infections 

1 

' 1 

1 

1 

Acute  poliomyelitis  

1 

1 

] 

i 

Measles  

2 

1 1 

1 

Q 

Other  infective  and  parasitic 
diseases  

1 

1 

1 

1 

Malignant  neoplasm,  stomach  ...  | | 

, 

4 

2 

4 

3 

5 

13 

12 

Malignant  neoplasm,  lung, 
bronchus  ...  

i 

9 

2 

7 

1 

1 

16 

4 

Malignant  neoplasm,  breast  ...  | | 

! 

6 

1 

1 

1 

1 

8 

Malignant  neoplasm,  uterus  ...  | 

1 

3 

i 3 

3 

9 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic 
neoplasms  ...  

1 

1 

1 

2 

7 

9 

4 

3 

6 

8 

.. 

Leukaemia,  aleukaemia 

i 

i 1 

1 i 

1 

1 

1 1 

1 

2 

3 

Diabetes 

1 

! 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

4 

Vascular  lesions  of  nervous  system 

1 

5 

7 

16 

23 

26 

40 

47 

71 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

1 

• 1 

1 

20 

8 

20 

16 

18 

16 

59 

40 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease  | 

i 

2 

5 

3 

1 

6 

4 

11 

10 

Other  heart  diseases  | i 1 

1 • 

1 

2 

4- 

11 

16 

20 

29 

45 

.50 

» 

Other  circulatory  diseases  ...  | 1 i 

4 

1 

5 

5 

10 

15 

19  21 

Influenra  

' 1 

1 

1 1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

3 

Pneumonia  

8 

3 

1 

i 

i 2 

1 

1 

2 

3 

5 

16 

10 

Bronchitis  

1 

1 

6 

4 

14 

3 

8 

12 

28 

30 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 1 

3 

3 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum  | j 

2 1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

1 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea  j | 

1 

1 

1 

9 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis  ...  j 

i 

’ 1 ' 

1 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

1 

3 

5 

9 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate  ...  | | 

1 

■ 1 1 

1 

2 ; 1 1 

2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and 
abortion  

1 

1 

! , 

i 

1 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

1 

L!_ 

1 

1 

3 

9 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined 
diseases  

9 

' 

i 

2 

1 

4 

7 

1 i 6 

7 

6 

21 

31 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

1 

2 

1 

2 

i 

! 

1 

4 

9 

All  other  accidents  

! 2 

5 

4, 

2 

2 

2 

IS 

4 

Suicide  ...  1 1 

1 

1 1 

1 

1 

9 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

Total  

19 

1(1 

2 

4 

2 

4 

3 

3 

20 

7 

78 

75 

99 

'1 

126 

172 

349 

37? 

23 


Deaths  Occurring  In  Hospitals  and  Institutions. 

The  number  of  deaths  which  occurred  in  hospitals  oi 
institutions  during  the  year  was  247  or  34%  of  the  total  number 
of  deaths. 


Infant  Death  Rates. 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  Live  Births  ...  41*86 
Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  Live  Births  ...  0*00 

All  infants  per  1,000  Live  Births 39*32 

England  and  Wales  (All  infants  per  1,000  Live  Births)  ...  28*6 

Deaths  under  one  year  {per  1,000  live  births) 


1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 

England  & Wales  . 

..  32*00 

29*8 

29*6 

27.6 

28.6 

Dewsbury 

..  30*66 

24*47 

35*79 

32.33 

39.32 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1 year  — 1953 


24 
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Total  number  of  deaths  under  28  days  old  was  19  or  54-3%  of  all  infe^nt  deaths, 
Neonatal  death  rate  = 21  per  1,000  live  bjrths, 
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Premature  Births. 

There  were  57  live  premature  births  notified  during  1953 
representing  6-4%  of  the  live  births,  27  were  males  and  30 
females.  They  included  1 pair  of  twins,  and  2 children  were 
twins  to  infants  who  were  prematurely  still  born. 

{a)  The  total  number  of  premature  babies  {i.e.,  5|lbs. 
weight  or  less  at  birth)  who  were  born  : 

(i)  at  home  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

(ii)  in  hospital  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  43 

(iii)  in  private  nursing  home  ...  ...  ...  2 


(b)  The  number  of  those  born  at  home  : 

(i)  who  were  nursed  entirely  at  home  ...  6 

(ii)  who  died  during  the  first  24  hours  ...  — 

(hi)  who  died  between  1 and  7 days  ... 

(iv)  survived  28  days  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 


Of  the  12  children  born  at  home,  6 were  transferred  to 
hospital  and  one  of  these  died  within  the  first  24  hours  of  birth. 


(c)  The  number  of  those  born  in  hospital  : 

(i)  who  died  during  the  first  24  hours  ...  7 

(ii)  who  died  between  1 and  7 days  ...  ...  5 

(iii)  .survived  28  days  ...  ...  ...  31 

{d)  Born  in  private  nursing  home  and 

(i)  .survived  28  days  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premature  Infants  1944-1953. 


(d)  Born  in  private  nursing  home  and 

(i)  .survived  28  days  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Premature  Infants  1944-1953. 


Year 

1944 

1946 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1960 

1961 

1962 

1963 

No.  of  premature 
infants  born 

27 

26 

49 

91 

64 

69 

61 

66 

57 

57 

No.  of  Live  births 

979 

848 

1012 

1217 

1016 

1011 

940 

960 

897 

890 

Premature  Infants 

as  a percentage  of 
the  live  births 

2-8% 

3-1% 

4-8% 

7-5% 

6-3% 

6-8% 

6-4% 

6-9% 

6-4% 

6-4% 

The  following  table  shews  that  of  the  57  premature  infants 
born  during  1953,  10  (28.1%)  are  known  to  have  died  before 
reaching  their  first  birthday,  18(31,6%)  are  known  to  have 
survived  to  one  year  of  age,  21  are  alive  but  less  than  one  year 
of  age  at  the  time  of  writing  and  2 have  left  the  district. 


Premature  Births,  1953. 

Table  as  at  1st  June,  1954 — Showing  Information  Relating  to  Weight  and  Survival 


i 


The  parents  of  these  children  left  the  district.  Both  children  were  alive 
and  well  at  the  date  of  removal. 
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Marriages. 

Mr.  B.  C.  Amies,  Superintendent  Registrar,  has  kindly 
furnished  the  following  information  : — 

The  number  of  marriage  ceremonies  during  the  year  1963 


was  455  : — 

(a)  In  the  Church  of  England  226 

(b)  In  other  chapels  and  churches  ...  94 

(c)  At  the  Register  Office  ...  ...  135 

Marriages  1940-1953. 

Year. 

1940  617 

1941  626 

1942  498 

1943  352 

1944  379 

1945  521 

1946  670 

1947  671 

1948  561 

1949  499 

1950  482 

1951  487 

1952  441 

1953  455 


Occupations. 

The  chief  occupations  in  Dewsbury  are  in  the  woollen 
trade  and  its  associated  industries,  workshops,  the  distributive 
trades,  coal  mining,  and  cleaning  and  dyeing.  Female  labour 
is  important  in  the  heavy  woollen  industry  of  which  Dewsbury 
is  the  principal  centre. 

Unemployment. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  Dixon,  late  Manager  of  the  Dewsbury 
Employment  Exchange,  for  the  information  given  below  : — 


Registered  Unemployed  Persons,  1953. 


1st  week 

1st  week 

1st  week 

1st  week 

Jan 

, 53 

April  53 

Jul5 

/ 53 

Oct.,  53 

w.u. 

T.s. 

w.u. 

T.s. 

w.u. 

T.s. 

w.u. 

T.s. 

Males 

132 

17 

184 

15 

118 

28 

199 

27 

Females 

5 

9 

11 

1 

24 

— 

37 

3 

Total 

137 

26 

195 

16 

142 

28 

236 

30 

w.u. — Wholly  Unemployed. 

T.s. — Temporarily  stopped  (Short-time  workers). 
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Number  of  Persons  Placed  in  Employment. 


Men 

Women 

Boys 

Girls 

J anuary — March 

...  416 

207 

55 

68 

April — June 

...  421 

195 

36 

57 

July — September 

447 

275 

75 

97 

October — December 

...  463 

202 

16 

24 

Total  for  Year 

...  1747 

879 

182 

246 

Disabled  Persons. 

Males  Females 

Number  placed  in  employment  during  1953  ...  102  6 

Number  submitted  to  Industrial  Rehabilitation 

Unit  17  1 


The  figures  for  registered  unemployed  persons  include  not 
only  those  claiming  unemployment  benefit  but  also  those  who 
are  registered  for  work  and  under  submission  to  vacancies. 
Thus  the  figures  for  April  are  higher  than  for  January,  although 
general  unemployment  was  worse  in  January  than  in  April.  It 
so  happened  that  in  April  there  was  a large  number  of  workers 
moving  from  one  job  to  another  without  claiming  unemployment 
benefit. 

Housing. 


For  housing  inspection  statistics  see  Chief  Sanitary 
Inspector’s  Report,  page  88. 

I am  indebted  to  Mr.  J.  Fogden,  Borough  Architect  and 
Buildings  Surveyor,  for  the  following  statistical  information. 

The  number  of  houses  completed  in  the  borough  during  the 
year  by  private  enterprise  was  29  .and  the  number  completed  by 
the  Corporation  was  230. 


Houses  built 
1946 


by  private  enterprise 


1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 

1951 

1952 

1953 


Houses  built 

1946 

1947 

1948 

1949 

1950 
1961 
1952 


by  local 


authority 


1953 


31 

34 

14 

13 

13 

21 

25 

29 

111 

161 

149 

94 

172 

246 

232 

2.30 


30 


The  number  of  houses  completed  by  the  Corporation  in  195.3 
comprised  8 four  bedroom  traditional  type  brick  houses,  80 
three  bedroom  traditional  type  brick  houses,  94  two  bedroom 
traditional  type  brick  houses  and  48  one  bedroom  bungalows. 

In  addition  four  houses  were  completed  for  occupation  by 
members  of  the  police  force,  and  one  house  for  occupation  by  an 
employee  of  the  Education  Committee. 

Improved  solid  fuel  heating  appliances,  approved  by  the 
‘Ministry,  have  been  installed  in  1167  of  the  Corporation  houses 
completed  since  the  war  to  the  31st  December,  1953. 

Blind  Persons. 

Mr.  B.  C.  Amies,  Chief  Officer  of  Welfare  Services  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  information  ; — 

The  number  of  persons  on  the  blind  Register  on  31st 
December,  1953,  was  143,  as  shown  in  the  following  table  : — 


Ages 

Pai 

•tially  Blind 

Tc 

)tally  Blir 

id 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Males 

Females 

Total 

Under  6 

6—15  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

16—20  

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— 

20—30  

2 

1 

3 

— 

2 

2 

30—40  

4 

3 

7 

1 

— 

1 

40—60  

8 

4 

12 

1 

— 

1 

60—60  

8 

10 

18 

1 

2 

3 

60—70  

10 

18 

28 

4 

1 

5 

Over  70 

29 

29 

58 

1 

1 

2 

Totals  

63 

66 

129 

8 

6 

14 

The  following  information  is  given  respecting  the  admission 
of  persons  to  the  register  of  the  blind  or  the  register  of  the 
partially  sighted  during  1953. 


Forms  B.D.  8 were  received  in  respect  of  12  new  cases  for 
admission  to  the  blind  register  and  17  new  cases  to  the  register 
of  the  partially  sighted.  The  following  table  indicates  the  cause 
of  the  disability. 

Cause  of  Disability 

Retrolental 

Cataract  Glaucoma  Fibroplasia  Other.*; 

(i)  Number  of  cases  regis- 
tered during  the  year  in 
respect  of  which  para. 

7(c)  of  Forms  B.D. 8 re- 
commends ; — 

(a)  No  treatment  ...  ...  — — — 2 

(h)  Treatment  18  3 — 8 

(medical,  surgical  or 
optical) 


(ii)  Number  of  cases  at  1(6 
above  which  on  follow- 
up action  have  received 

treatment  ...  ...  14  I — 4 
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Of  the  8 cases  who  have  not  received  treatment,  4 were 
unable  to  benefit  from  surgical  treatment  for  health  reasons. 
The  remaining  4 cases  did  not  have  treatment  on  account  of 
either  waiting  for  cataract  to  become  more  advanced  before 
treatment  possible,  death,  or  because  the  persons  concerned  were 
not  willing  to  undergo  treatment  because  of  advanced  age. 

There  were  no  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  notified 
during  the  year. 


EPILEPTICS  AND  SPASTICS. 

The  number  of  known  cases  of  epilepsy  and  cerebral  palsy 
in  Dewsbury  are  ; — 

(rt)  Epileptics  9 adults  13  children  (11  at  school) 

(bj  Spastics  1 adult  10  children  (9  at  school) 

(a)  Of  the  9 adult  epileptics,  4 are  in  homes  provided  by  the 
local  authority,  2 in  epileptic  colonies,  1 at  home  awaiting 
admission  to  a colony  and  2 at  home  but  not  requiring  admission. 
One  of  these  cases  is  visited  by  a teacher  from  the  League  of 
Friendship.  O*'  the  1 1 school  children  10  are  attending  primary  or 
secondary  schools  in  Dewsbury  as  they  are  not  in  need  of  special 
school  education,  and  1 is  at  the  Occupation  Centre. 

(b)  The  adult  spastic  lives  at  home  and  is  employed  in  a 
Remploy  Factory.  Of  the  10  spastic  children,  4 are  attending  the 
Moorlands  Open  Air  Special  School,  Dewsbury,  1 is  attending  a 
local  Secondary  Modern  School,  2 are  away  at  Residential 
Special  Schools  and  2 are  at  the  Occupation  Centre.  It  is  hoped 
that  2 of  the  children  who  are  at  present  at  schools  in  Dewsbury 
will  shortly  be  offered  places  in  residential  special  schools. 

REPORT  OF  THE  N.S.P.C.C.  INSPECTOR. 

The  following  information  respecting  the  work  of  the 
National  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to  Children  has 
been  kindly  supplied  by  Inspector  Jenkins. 


Number  of  cases  dealt  with  in  Dewsbury  ...  ...  ...  102 

Classified  as  follows  : — 

Neglect  ...  ...  ...  ...  81 

Ill-treatment  ...  ...  ...  2 

Moral  Danger  ...  ...  ...  2 

Immoral  Offence  ...  ...  1 

Abandoned  ...  ...  ...  3 

.Advice  .sought  ...  ...  ...  13 


Total  102 
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These  cases  involved  118  boys  and  129  girls  in  the  following 
age  groups  ; — 


0—2 

2—5 

5—15 

t 

15—17 

44 

60 

137 

6 

The  sources  of  information  respecting  the  102  cases  were  ; — 


General  Public  ... 

54 

Police 

11 

School  Officials  ... 

16 

Other  officials 

17 

Inspector  N.S.P.C.C.  ... 

4 

Total 

102 

The  total  number  of  supervision  visits  paid  during  the  year 
was  608,  and  the  total  number  of  calls  on  officials  of  the  local 
authority  and  others  was  714. 

It  will  be  noticed  that  the  great  bulk  of  my  cases  come  under 
the  category  of  NEGLECT.  To  my  mind  this  can  be  attributed 
to  many  causes,  chief  of  which  are  : — 

(1)  The  overcrowding  in  the  one  up  and  one  down  dwellings. 
The  lack  of  even  the  simplest  of  amenities  in  these  houses. 
The  complete  lack  of  privacy  for  parents  and  in  many  cases 
young  adolescents. 

In  these  conditions  parents  soon  lose  the  will  to  keep  their 
homes  and  children  clean. 

(2)  A great  tendency  for  mothers  to  take  up  part-time  work 
in  the  local  factories.  With  the  increased  revenue,  parents 
are  inclined  to  seek  distraction  away  from  their  over- 
crowded homes. 

I may  be  wrong  but  it  seems  to  me  that  when  mother  goes 
out  to  work,  she  demands  a workers’  freedom,  i.e.,  nights 
at  the  cinema,  an  occasional  dance  and  week-end  beer. 
Although  this  is  not  true  of  all  women  workers,  yet  I know 
it  to  be  a fact  in  many  of  my  cases. 

(3)  At  one  time  it  used  to  be  the  poor  neglected  child  of  the 
drunkard,  now  it  could  be  well  said  “the  neglected  child 
of  the  gambler.’  In  most  of  these  homes,  the  amount  of 
money  paid  aside  for  the  pools,  horses  and  dogs  is  out  of  all 
proportion  to  the  weekly  earnings.  If  it  happens  to  be  a 
lucky  week,  young  Billy  will  get  a new  bicycle  or  Betty  a 
new  pram.  In  the  meantime  young  Billy  or  Betty  are 
without  shoes  and  adequate  clothing. 


GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH 
SERVICES  FOR  THE  AREA 
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Public  Health  Officers. 

Particulars  of  the  Public  Health  Officers,  together  with 
information  as  to  their  qualifications,  are  set  out  on  pages 
4,  5 and  6. 


Laboratory  Facilities. 

All  specimens  are  sent  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratory 
Service,  Wakefield. 

Promotion  of  Cleanliness. 

Cases  of  uncleanliness  are  dealt  with  at  the  cleansing 

station  attached  to  the  Municipal  Buildings,  Halifax  Road, 
Dewsbury. 

During  1963,  there  were  no  cases  of  head  lice  and  no  cases 
of  scabies  amongst  pre-school  children,  and  one  case  of  scabies 
amongst  adults. 


Orthopaedic  Treatment. 

During  the  year  8 pre-school  children  suffering  from 
orthopaedic  defects  were  seen  by  the  Consultant  Orthopaedic 
Surgeon  at  the  School  Clinic. 

Ophthalmic  Treatment. 

During  the  year  3 pre-school  children  with  defective 
vision  were  seen  by  the  Consultant  Ophthalmologist  at  the 
School  Clinic- 


Nursing  Homes. 

There  are  no  nursing  homes  registered  or  known  to  exist 
in  the  County  Borough  area. 


Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  at  end  of  1953 


The  following  is  a list  of  Treatment  Centres  and  Clinics  in 
the  Borough  : — 


Place 

Time 

Child  Welfare  Clinics 

Westborough  Methodist 
Schoolroom,  Green  Lane 

Monday,  2 p.m. 

Whitley  Methodist 

First  Monday  in 

Schoolroom 

month  at  2 p.m. 

Heaton  Lodge,  Earlsheaton 

Tuesdays  at  2 p.m. 

Chidswell  Methodist  Chapel, 

Alternate  Tuesdays 

Shaw  Cross 

at  2 p.m. 

Health  Dept.,  Municipal 

Wednesday  2 p.m. 

Buildings,  Halifax  Road 

Saturday  10-30  to 
11-30  a.m.  (for 
foods  only). 

Thornhill  Council  Offices 

Thursday  2 p.m. 

Ravensthorpe  Council  Offices 

Friday  2 p.m. 

Ante-Natal  Clinics 

Moorlands  Maternity  Home 

Monday  10-30  a.m. 
Monday  2 p.m. 

Thornhill  Council  Offices 

Wed.  10-30  a.m. 

Moorlands  Maternity  Home 

Wednesday  2 p.m. 
Thurs.  2 p.m. 
Friday  10-30  a.m. 

Heaton  Lodge,  Earlsheaton 

Thursday  10-30  a.m 

Post-Natal  Clinic 

Moorlands  Maternity  Home 

By  appointment, 
alternate  Fridays  2 
p.m. 

•Consultant  Clinic 

Moorlands  Maternity 

Home 

Mon.,  2 p.m. 

Relaxation  Classes 

Health  Dept.,  Municipal 

Buildings,  Halifax  Road 

Thursday  2 p.m. 

Dental  Clinic 

Central  Dental  Clinic, 

(Maternity  Cases) 

40,  Leeds  Road 

By  appointment 

•Orthopaedic  Clinic 

School  Clinic,  Halifax  Road 

By  appointment 

2 p.m.,  2nd 
Thursday  in  the 
month. 

•Opthalmic  Clinic 

School  Clinic,  Halifax  Road 

By  appointment 

9 a.m.  to  12-30 
p.m.  Thursday 

Diphtheria 

School  Clinic,  Halifax  Road 

Saturday  9-30  to 

Immunisation 

11-30  a.m. 

All  Child  Welfare  Clinics 

Clinic  day. 

•Tuberculosis 

Northfields  House,  Bath  St. 

By  appointment 
alternate  Mondays 
5-30  to  7 p.m. 
Thursday  2 to  4 
p.m. 

•Venereal  Diseases 

Dewsbury  General  Hospital 

Daily. 

Medical  Officer 
attends  : — 
Monday  1-30  to  4 
p.m. 

Thursday  10  to 
12  noon. 

' Friday  5 to  7 

I p.m. 

•Attended  by  Medical  Officers  of  the  Regional  Hospital  Board. 
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National  Assistance  Act  1948,  Section  47. 

This  section  empowers  the  authority  on  certification  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  require  the  removal  to  hospital  or 
other  suitable  premises  subject  to  approval  by  a court,  of  a 
person  who 

{a)  is  suffering  from  grave  chronic  disease,  or  being  aged,  infirm 
or  physically  incapacitated,  is  living  in  insanitary  conditions, 
and 

{b)  is  unable  to  devote  to  himself-herself,  and  is  not  receiving 
from  other  persons,  proper  care  and  attention. 

Although  several  cases  were  visited  by  the  Medical  Officer 

of  Health  with  the  object  of  using  this  section,  it  was  found 
that  personal  persuasion  was  sufficient  to  effect  the  removal. 

Nursery  and  Child  Minders  Regulations  Act,  1948. 

No  applications  were  received  during  the  year  for  registra- 
tion under  this  Act. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE 

AREA 


38 


WATER. 

Mr.  D,  E,  Strachan,  Water  Engineer  and  Manager,  has 
kindly  supplied  the  following  details  of  the  public  water  supply 
in  respect  of  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953. 

Dewsbury  County  Borough  receives  water  in  bulk  from 
three  sources,  namely  : — 

1.  The  works  of  the  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike 

Waterworks  Board. 

2.  The  Corporation  of  Bradford. 

3.  The  Corporation  of  Halifax. 

Dewsbury  Corporation  is  not  responsible  for  production 
and  treatment  of  Halifax  and  Bradford  supplies,  but  is  indirectly 
responsible  in  that  respect  for  the  Board  water,  being  the  larger 
partner  in  the  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Waterworks 
Board. 

In  1953,  the  proportions  of  water  from  each  source  were  ; — 

1.  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  Waterworks  Board  71% 

2.  Bradford  Corporation  ...  ...  ...  ...  15% 

3.  Halifax  Corporation  ...  ...  ...  ...  14% 

There  has  been  no  change  in  the  source  of  supply  or  method 
of  distribution.  New  water  mains  have  been  laid  to  the 
Corporation  housing  sites  at  Chickenley  Lane,  Wakefield  Road, 
Headfield  Road  and  Staincliffe  Road. 

No  nev/  constructional  work  has  been  done. 

All  houses  in  the  area,  except  for  a few  isolated  cottages, 
are  supplied  from  public  water  mains  direct  to  the  houses,  with 
no  standpipe  supplies. 

The  rate  of  consumption  per  person  in  1953  was  22-5 
gallons  per  day  for  domestic  purposes  including  small  trade 
users,  and  30-0  gallons  per  day  for  measured  trade  supplies. 

The  chemical  analyses  of  the  waters  supplied  to  the  con- 
sumer do  not  show  the  water  to  have  any  liability  to  plumbo- 
solvent  action. 

No  contamination  has  taken  place  nor  has  any  been 
suspected. 

The  Dewsbury  and  Heckmondwike  joint  supply  is  treated 
by  the  addition  of  slaked  lime  and  chlorine  ; the  second  and 
third  supplies  are  treated  by  their  respective  authorities  and 
details  of  treatment  are  not  available. 

No  restriction  of  supplies  was  made  during  the  year  1953. 


3!) 


2 

<a 


The  taking  of  house  tap  samples  is  arranged  so  that  all  the  sources  of  bulk  supply  are  investigated. 
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SEWERAGE  AND  SEWAGE  DISPOSAL. 

Mr.  E.  H.  Staynes,  Sewage  Works  Manager,  has  kindly 
supplied  the  following  information  : — 

There  are  three  sewage  purification  works  serving  the 
County  Borough,  situated  at  Mitchell  Laithes,  Ravensthorpe 
and  Smithy  Brook  dealing  with  daily  dry  weather  flows  of 
6,350,000,  1,000,000  and  25,000  gallons  respectively.  The 
works  at  Mitchell  Laithes  also  deals  with  the  sewage  from  two 
neighbouring  authorities,  namely  Batley  Municipal  Borough  and 
Mirfield  Urban  District  Council,  and  these  authorities  contribute 
approximately  one-half  of  the  flow  delivered  at  Mitchell  Laithes. 


The  treatment  plant  at  Mitchell  Laithes  is  overloaded  to  a 
considerable  extent  and,  although  every  endeavour  is  made  to 
produce  satisfactory  results,  it  will  not  be  possible  to  satisfy  the 
requrements  of  the  Yorkshire  Ouse  River  Board  until  extensions 
to  the  works  have  been  carried  out. 

During  the  year  orders  have  been  placed  for  the  supply  of 
additional  pumping  equipment  to  cost  ;^6,600  and  work  has 
commenced  on  the  re-construction  of  the  biological  filters  at  a 
cost  of  ;^59.246.  The  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
have  also  indicated  that  sanction  will  be  given  for  the  provision 
of  additional  sedimentation  and  humus  tanks.  It  is  expected 
that  the  construction  of  these  tanks  will  be  commenced  early  in 
1955. 

Results  of  treatment  of  sewage  at  Ravensthorpe  and  Smithy 
Brook  works  have  given  no  cause  for  complaint. 

Mr.  J.  S.  G.  Holmes,  Borough  Engineer  and  Surveyor  has 
supplied  the  following  information  with  regard  to  sewerage  : — 

The  only  extensions  to  the  sewerage  system  during  1953 
were  in  connection  with  new  housing  sites  at  Syke  Lane,  Church 
Lane,  Green  Lane  and  Headfield  Road. 

Culverting  of  the  Pildacre  Beck  co-extensive  with  the 
Chickenley  Lane  Housing  Site  has  been  completed,  and  a length 
of  collapsed  culvert  under  the  Wakefield  Road  tip  has  been 
reconstructed. 


Work  on  the  Council’s  £250,000  scheme  for  e.xtensions  to 
the  Mitchell  Laithes  Disposal  Works  has  been  commenced,  and 
the  reconstruction  of  the  filters  is  now  in  progress.  Tenders 
have  been  accepted  for  additional  main  and  recirculating  pumps. 


41 


RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

The  information  in  this  section  has  been  kindly  contributed 
by  Mr.  M.  Lovett,  Chief  Inspector,  Yorkshire  Ouse  River  Board, 
Leeds  : — 

The  Yorkshire  Ouse  River  Board  is  the  authority  responsible 
for  dealing  with  matters  relating  to  pollution  prevention,  land 
drainage  and  fishery  interests,  so  far  as  the  River  Calder  and  its 
tributaries  are  concerned. 


The  River  Calder  and  its  tributaries  receive  along  their 
lengths,  effluents  from  an  almost  unbroken  chain  of  sewage  works 
and  manufactories.  The  problem  of  preventing  pollution  is 
complicated  b}^  the  small  normal  flow  in  proportion  to  the 
volume  of  effluent  which  discharge  into  the  streams.  At 
Kirkthorpe  Weir,  Wakefield,  the  normal  flow  in  the  river  is  about 
95  million  gallons  per  day,  but  at  times  is  considerably  less  than 
this.  During  the  drought  of  1949,  the  dry  weather  flow  was  often 
as  low  as  50  million  gallons  per  day.  Of  the  flow  of  95  million 
gallons,  one-third  can  easily  be  accounted  for  by  effluents  from 
sewage  works.  In  addition,  there  are  several  millions  of  gallons 
of  treated  trade  effluents  discharged  to  the  river  and  its  tribu- 
taries, so  that  the  amount  of  used  water  in  the  river  is  often  at 
least  50  per  cent,  of  the  total  flow.  If  it  were  not  for  the  com- 
pensation water  from  reservoirs  of  water  undertakings  there 
would  be  little  clean  dilution  water  reaching  the  river  during 
droughts. 


The  Board  give  assistance  to  manufacturers,  particularly 
regarding  new  industries  which  give  rise  to  waste  liquids  requir- 
ing special  treatment,  but  it  is  their  view  that  the  most  efficient 
and  economical  means  of  dealing  with  trade  effluents  is  by 
draining  them,  where  practicable,  into  the  public  sewers  for 
treatment  at  the  sewage  works  of  the  local  authorities.  The 
Dewsbury  Corporation  have  for  many  years  co-operated  with 
the  Board  in  furthering  this  policy  and  almost  all  the  trade 
effluent  produced  within  the  County  Borough  is  now  discharged 
to  sewer.  The  River  Board  in  an.xious  to  ensure  that  the  rise  in 
river  temperature  brought  about  by  the  discharge  of  heated 
condensing  water  from  electricity  generating  stations  shall  not 
adversely  affect  other  legitimate  interests.  One  water  cooling 
tower  at  the  Thornhill  Power  Station,  which  is  within  the  County 
Borough  area,  is  in  intermittent  use  and  work  is  in  progress  on 
the  erection  of  a second  tower.  It  mu.st,  however,  be  recognised 
that  the  operation  of  cooling  towers  results  in  .significant  loss  of 
water  by  evaporation.  The  British  Electricity  Authority  intend 
to  construct  a further  large  generating  station  at  Elland  some  ten 
miles  upstream. 
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During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1953,  there  has  been 
little  change  in  the  condition  of  the  River  Calder  and  its  tributary 
streams  where  they  enter  the  Dewsbury  County  Borough  area. 

However,  it  is  known  that  at  Brighouse  and  upsteam,  the 
river  has  now  been  supporting  coarse  fish  life  for  over  a year. 
Further  improvement  in  the  middle  reaches  of  the  Calder  will 
result  when  the  extensions  to  the  Huddersfield  County  Borough 
Sewage  Works  now  making  good  progress,  are  completed. 
Several  other  major  schemes  for  improved  treatment  of  sewage 
and  industrial  effluents  in  the  Calder  Valley  are  contemplated, 
but  the  implementing  of  these  is  dependent  on  the  Government’s 
capital  expenditure  programme. 

Following  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government 
Inquiry,  held  on  3rd  October,  1951,  into  the  Corporation’s 
application  for  loan  sanction  of  £250,000  for  extensions  to  the 
Mitchell  Laithes  bewage  Works,  a sum  of  approximately  £150,000 
has  now  been  sanctioned  towards  these  extensions  and  work  on 
part  of  the  scheme  is  in  progress. 

Schemes  for  deahng  with  sewage  and  trade  effluents  in  the 
Colne  Valley  have  recently  been  the  subject  of  a Public  Inquiry 
by  the  Ministry  of  Housing  and  Local  Government. 

The  water  in  the  Dewsbury  (Batley)  Beck  has  been  main- 
tained in  its  improved  condition,  several  smaller  pulluting 
discharges  having  been  stopped  during  the  year.  Nothing  has 
yet  been  done  within  the  County  Borough  regarding  the  removal 
of  solid  refuse  from  the  beck  although  arrangements  have  been 
made  by  the  Batley  Corporation  for  the  cleaning  out  of  certain 
lengths  in  the  Batley  Borough. 
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SWIMMING  BATHS. 

The  late  Mr.  R.  H.  Betts  (Baths  Superintendent)  sup- 
plied the  following  information  ; — 

There  are  two  swimming  baths,  each  of  52,500  gallons 
capacity,  owned  by  the  Corporation  and  situated  in  Wellington 
Road,  Dewsbury. 

The  only  remedial  baths  in  operation  are  Turkish,  Russian, 
Vapour,  Zotofoam,  and  Q-Ray  Baths  which  are  given  without  a 
medical  certificate. 

The  Water  Purification  and  Filtration  Plant  deals  with  the 
water  at  the  rate  of  3.3,000  gallons  per  hour  with  a turnover  of 
approximately  hours,  sterilisation  of  the  water  is  carried  out 
by  an  M.S.P.C.M.  type  solution  feed  vacuum  chlorinator,  also  an 
automatic  vacuum  chemical  solution  feeder.  The  chlorinator 
introduces  to  the  water  a regulated  dose  of  liquid  chlorine  whilst 
the  chemical  feeder  introduces  a regulated  dose  of  soda  ash. 
In  order  to  precipitate  the  water  in  the  filters  small  quantities  of 
aluminoferric  are  added  from  time  to  time. 

The  dose  of  chlorine  required  varies  with  the  degree  of 
pollution  of  the  water  and,  of  course,  the  number  of  bathers. 
It  is  found,  however,  that  in  order  to  maintain  a high  standard  of 
purity,  it  is  necessary  to  inject  sufficient  chlorine  to  give  a read- 
ing by  ortho-toluidine  test  of  1-50  to  3 parts  per  million; 
should,  however,  the  bathing  load  be  exceptionally  heavy,  then 
a heavier  dose  of  chlorine,  up  to  10  parts  per  million,  is  admin- 
istered when  the  bath  is  closed  and  the  pool  is  left  undisturbed 
overnight.  Should  it  be  found  next  morning  that  the  chlorine 
has  not  disappeared  entirely  the  excess  or  surplus  can  easily  be 
removed  by  an  injection  of  sodium  thio-sulphate. 

In  order  to  keep  a p.H.  value  of  7 - 4 to  8 as  may  be  desired 
a regulated  dose  of  soda  ash  solution  is  added  to  the  water. 

Examination  of  the  water  is  carried  out  morning  and 
afternoon  and  is  done  by  a lovibond  comparator  using  ortho- 
tolidine  reagent  for  chlorine,  and  phenol  red  for  alkalinity. 


The  Sanitary  Department  take  samples  of  water  periodi- 
cally for  bacteriological  and  chemical  tests. 


The  Baths  are  very  well  attended  and  used  extensively  by 
the  school  children,  and  the  proficiency  in  swimming  by  the 
children  and  others  is  of  a very  high  .standard. 
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NATIONAL  HEALTH  SERVICE  ACT 


1946 
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CARE  OF  MOTHERS  AND  YOUNG  CHILDREN. 

(National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 — Section  22). 

ANTE-NATAL  CLINICS. 

There  are  three  ante-natal  clinics  in  the  Borough  adminis- 
tered by  the  Corporation,  these  are  situated  at  Moorlands 
Maternity  Home,  Thornhill  Council  Offices,  and  Heaton  Lodge, 
Earlsheaton. 

Staincliffe  General  Hospital,  Dewsbury,  have  a maternity 
wing  and  Dewsbury  mothers  are  admitted  on  recommendation 
from  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  Staincliffe  administer  their 
own  ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics. 

The  Corporation  ante-natal  clinics  provide  ante-natal  care 
for  all  mothers,  Dewsbury  residents  and  non-residents,  confined 
in  Moorlands  Maternity  Home  and  for  Dewsbury  mothers  having 
domiciliary  confinements. 

The  following  table  shows  the  attendance  at  the  Corporation 
ante-natal  clinics  during  1953  : — 


Moorlands  Maternity 
Home  Cases  : 

Dewsbury  mothers  . . . 

First 

Attendances 

Subsequent 

Attendances 

Total 

Attd. 

515 

3713 

4228 

Non-residents 

188 

1037 

1225 

Domiciliary  Cases  : 

Dewsbury  mothers  . . . 

183 

678 

861 

Totals 

S86 

5428 

6314 

Routine  blood  tests  are  taken  from  every  patient,  these 
are  sent  to  Leeds  Blood  Transfusion  Centre  for  Group  and  Rhesus 
tests,  and  to  Public  Health  Laboratory  Service.  Wakefield,  for 
Wasserman  and  Kahn  tests. 


During  1953  the  number  of  tests  carried  out  were  as 
follows ; — 


Rhesus  Tests. 

Dewsbury  patients  : Rh  positive  ...  ...  ...  261 

Rh  negative  ...  ...  ...  59 

Repeat  Rhesus  tests  ...  ...  227 

Repeat  Rhesus  tests  with  anti- 
bodies ...  ...  ...  17 


Number  of  Rhesus  tests  on  husbands  of  Dewsbury  patients  63 
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Wasserman  and  Kahn  Tests. 

Number  of  Wasserman  and  Kahn  tests  on  Dewsbury 
patients  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  674 


Haemoglobin  Findings. 

Haemoglobin  estimations  are  taken  as  routine  from  every 
patient  and  during  the  year  746  tests  were  taken.  These 
examinations  were  carried  out  at  the  laboratory  of  the  Dewsbury 
General  Hospital. 

Pregnancy  Tests. 

There  were  no  pregnancy  tests  made  for  Dewsbury  patients 
in  1953. 


POST-NATAL  CLINIC. 

The  Post-Natal  Clinic  administered  by  the  Corporation  is 
held  at  Moorlands  Maternity  Home  and  as  in  the  case  of  the 
ante-natal  clinics,  it  is  attended  by  non-residents  confined  in 
Moorlands  Maternity  Home  as  well  as  by  Dewsbury  Mothers. 

The  following  table  gives  details  of  attendances  during 

1953 


First 

Subsequent 

Total 

Attendances 

Attendances 

Attd. 

Dewsbury  mothers 

313 

34 

347 

Non-residents 

160 

13 

173 

Total 

473 

47 

520 

Ante-Natal  Relaxation  Classes. 

These  classes  are  held  at  the  Infant  Welfare  Centre, 
Municipal  Buildings,  Halifax  Road,  Dewsbury.  883  attendances 
were  made  during  the  year. 


ANTE-NATAL  AND  POST-NATAL  CLINICS— 
STAINCLIFFE  GENERAL  HOSPITAL. 

The  number  of  attendances  by  Dewsbury  mothers  at  the 
ante-natal  and  post-natal  clinics  at  Staincliffe  during  1953 
were  as  follows  : — 

Ante-Natal  : First  Visits  ...  101 

Subsequent  Visits  2036 
Post-Natal  ; First  Visits  ...  168 

Subsequent  Visits  551 
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INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS. 

Table  on  the  opposite  page  gives  details  of  the  attendances 
at  each  of  the  Corporation’s  Infant  Welfare  Clinics. 

The  number  of  infants  attending  for  the  first  time  under 
one  year  of  age  was  78 .3%  of  the  number  of  infants  born  during 
the  year,  an  increase  of  3,9%  on  the  1962  figure.  The  clinics 
are  well  patronised  and  during  the  year  1,625  children  attended 
these  centres. 

The  amount  of  Milk  Foods  distributed  at  these  centres  was 
21,085  lbs. 


Vitamin  Supplements. 

Orange  Juice  and  Cod  Liver  Oil  are  distributed  through  the 
Child  Welfare  Clinics. 

Cod  Liver  Oil  and  also  Vitamin  Tablets  are  obtainable  free 
of  charge.  Mothers  may  obtain  orange  juice  at  5d.  per  bottle. 

The  “take-up”  of  these  supplements  expressed  as  a per- 
centage of  “potential”  is  set  out  below.  From  these  figures  it 
can  be  seen  that  the  “take-up”  generally  is  very  poor. 


Lssues  as  per  cent,  of  potential  demand  for  12  months 
ended  31st  October,  1953. 


Orange 

Cod  Liver 

Vitamin 

Juice 

Oil 

Tablets 

Dewsbury 

28.7 

23.3 

37.1 

Great  Britein  ... 

...  29.1 

24.5 

33.1 

The  Food  Executive 
these  figures. 

Officer,  Leeds, 

has  kindly 

supplied 

ATTENDANCES  AT  INFANT  WELFARE  CLINICS. 
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DENTAL  SERVICE. 

Report  by  the  Senior  Dental  Officer — J.  R.  Tuxford. 

Dental  treatment  has  been  available  for  expectant  and 
nursing  mothers  and  pre-school  children  as  in  previous  years. 

The  treatment  has  been  carried  out  at  the  Central  Dental 
Clinic,  40,  Leeds  Road,  by  myself  with  part-time  assistance  as 
it  has  not  been  possible  to  recruit  full-time  staff. 

The  percentage  of  mothers  requiring  dentures  has  risen  a 
little,  36%  this  year  compared  with  34%  in  1952.  It  is  possible 
that  this  slight  increase  can  be  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that  it 
has  been  possible  to  accept  more  patients  than  in  previous  years, 
when  only  one  dental  surgeon  manned  the  clinic. 

The  needs  of  the  “priority  classes”  is  quite  apparent,  for 
quite  a number  or  mothers  who  attend  have  not  had  dental 
treatment  since  leaving  school,  some,  of  course,  are  quite  young, 
but  some  are  not. 

Mothers  who  attend  on  their  own  account  usually  find  it 
necessary  to  bring  other  young  members  of  their  family  with 
them,  having  no  one  at  home  to  look  after  them.  Advantage  is 
taken  of  these  circumstances  to  have  a look  at  these  young 
children,  and  quite  a number  Tmofficiar  inspections  take  place 
which  do  not  appear  in  these  hgures,  also  advice  is  freely  given 
on  matters  of  oral  hygiene  pertinent  to  these  small  visitors. 

Dentures  and  all  treatment  are  provided  free  of  charge  for 
expectant  and  nursing  mothers  up  to  the  child  being  one  year  of 
age.  Arrangements  for  the  fabrication  of  dentures  are  by 
contract  with  an  outside  laborator5^  Space  is  available  for  a 
dental  laboratory,  but  until  we  are  fully  staffed  it  is  more 
economical  to  contract  out. 

Facilities  for  X-ray  examination  are  available  at  the  Clinic 
where  necessary. 
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Numbers  provided  with  dental  care. 


Examined 

Needing 

Treatment 

Treated 

Made 

Dentally 

Fit 

Expectant  and  Nursing 
Mothers 

149 

146 

171* 

126 

Children  under  five 

106 

99 

98 

79 

*26  cases  examined  in  1952  are  included  in  this  figure  as 
they  were  either  treated,  or  treatment  was  completed,  in  1953. 


Forms  of  dental  treatment  provided. 


Scalings 

or 

Scaling 

and 

Gum 

Treat- 

ment 

Silver 

Nitrate 

Treat- 

ment 

Dentures 

Provided 

Extrac- 

tions 

Dress- 

ings 

Radio- 

graphs 

Com- 

plete 

Local 

General 

Fillings 

Partial 

Expectant 

and 

Nursing 

Mothers 

512 

90 

37 

289 

94 

76 

16 

60 

31 

Children 
under  five 

173 

15 

51 

4 

3 

21 

— 

— 
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DAY  NURSERIES. 


Eightlands  Day  Nursery. 

This  nursery  was  open  on  244  days.  The  attendances 
were  as  follows  : — 

Age.  0—1  yr.  1 — 2 yrs.  Over  2 yrs.  Total. 


Attendances  ...  10r,5  3.320  1870  62.54 

The  number  of  approved  places  is  35  and  the  average 
attendance  was  25.6. 

4 children  were  affected  by  gastro-enteritis,  4 by  whooping 
cough  and  10  by  bronchitis.  There  were  no  cases  of  diphtheria. 
Several  had  measles  and  chicken  pox. 

The  maximum  attendance  was  35  (7  under  1 year  of  age  and 
28  over  1 year)  and  the  minimum  attendance  was  12  (4  under  1 
and  8 over  1 year  of  age).  The  nursery  was  closed  for  two 
holiday  weeks  but  was  not  closed  on  account  of  infectious 
disease. 

Low  attendances  during  January  and  February  were  due  to 
chicken  pox  and  in  October  and  November  due  to  colds  and 
bronchitis. 

There  were  36  children  on  the  rolls  at  the  end  of  the  year, 
31  of  the  mothers  concerned  were  working  full-time. 

At  the  end  of  the  vear  the  nursing  staff  numbered  11,  and 
was  comprised  as  follows  : — Matron,  Deputy  Matron,  Staff 
Nurse,  6 Nursery  Assistants  and  2 Nursery  Students. 

To  arrest  damp  rot  the  floors  of  two  rooms  were  taken  up 
and  relaid  with  concrete.  The  back  staircase  steps  were  re- 
inforced and  laid  with  lino,  and  other  minor  alterations  have 
been  carried  out. 

Ravensthorpe  Day  Nursery. 

This  nursery  was  open  on  244  days.  The  attendances 
were  as  follows  : — 

Age.  0 — 1 yr.  1 — 2 yrs.  Over  2 yrs.  Total. 

Attendances  . 100"  2916  2367  6380 

The  number  of  approved  places  is  35  and  the  average 
attendance  was  26.1. 

4 children  were  affected  by  sonne  dysentery,  16  by  measles, 
6 by  chicken  pox  and  1 by  whooping  cough.  There  were  no 
cases  of  diphtheria. 

The  maximum  attendance  was  38  (8  under  1 year  and  30 
over  1 year)  and  the  minimum  attendance  was  6 (6  over  1 year). 
The  nursery  was  closed  for  two  holiday  weeks  but  was  not  closed 
on  account  of  infectious  disease. 
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Low  attendances  were  experienced  during  the  early  part  of 
the  year  due  to  measles  and  dysentery.  There  were  31  children 
on  the  roll  at  the  end  of  the  year,  30  of  the  mothers  concerned 
were  in  full-time  employment. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  the  nursing  staff  numbered  10, 
comprised  as  follows  : — Matron,  Deputy  Matron,  Staff  Nurse, 
4 Nursery  Assistants  and  3 Nursery  students. 

In  both  nurseries  the  meals  are  prepared  and  cooked  on  the 
premises  and  served  to  the  children  at  the  following  times  — 

Breakfast  ...  8-30  a. m. 

Lunch  ...  11-30  a.m. 

Tea  ...  ...  3-30  p.m. 

Two-thirds  of  a pint  of  milk,  Cod  Liver  Oil  or  Virol,  and 
orange  juice  are  given  daily. 

The  gross  cost  of  the  two  nurseries  for  the  year  ended  31st 
March  1954  was  £12,433  ; parental  contributions  being  £1 ,032. 

Daily  Minders. 

There  were  no  daily  minders  receiving  fees  from  the 
authority  under  Section  22  of  the  National  Health  Service  Act 
1946,  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Mother  and  Baby  Homes. 

There  are  no  Mother  and  Baby  Homes  provided  by  the 
authority,  but  approval  was  given  for  two  expectant  mothers  to 
be  sent  to  a home,  payment  being  made  by  the  authority. 

Illegitimate  Children. 

The  authority  do  not  employ  themselves,  or  in  combination 
with  another  local  health  authority,  a Social  Worker  for  the 
purpose  of  Circular  2866. 

The  mothers  of  illegitimate  children  are  visited  by  the 
Health  Visitors,  who  offer  advice  on  the  care  of,  and  the  services 
available  for  such  children. 

MIDWIVES  SERVICE. 

(National  Health  Service  Act  1946 — Section  23). 

The  following  table  gives  a summary  of  the  work  carried 
out  by  the  Municipal  Midwives  during  the  year. 

In  addition  the  midwives  attended  566  maternity  cases  who 
were  discharged  before  the  fourteenth  day  from  Moorlands 
Hall  Maternity  Home  and  Staincliffe  General  Hospital. 


DOMICILIARY  MIDWIFERY,  1953. 

No.  of  cases  brought  forward  undelivered  1st  Jan.,  1953  54 

Number  of  cases  booked  during  year  ...  ...  ...  224 


Total  ...  278 

No.  of  cases  delivered  during  year,  excluding  abortions, 


miscarriages,  stillbirths  and  emergency  cases  ...  ...  172 

No.  of  miscarriages  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Number  transferred  to  hospital  undelivered  ...  ...  29 

Number  of  cases  who  left  district  before  delivery...  ...  2 

Number  of  still  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Number  of  cases  undelivered  on  31st  Dec.,  1953  ...  ...  70 


Total  ...  278 


Number  of  Medical  Aid  forms  sent 
Number  of  emergency  unbooked  deliveries 
Number  of  cases  where  gas  and  air  analgesia  given 
Number  of  cases  where  pethidine  was  administered 


8 

8 

126 

31 


HOSPITAL  MIDWIFERY. 

The  work  of  the  two  local  maternity  units  in 
Dewsbury  mothers  is  as  follows  : — 

Moorlands 

Maternity 

Home 


Number  of  Dewsbury  mothers  ad- 
mitted and  delivered  ...  ...  511 

Number  of  Dewsbury  mothers  who 
had  twins  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Number  of  Dewsbury  babies  born  : 

(a)  alive  and  stillborn  ...  ...  517 

(bj  still  born  ...  ...  ...  7 

Number  of  Dewsbury  emergency  ad- 
missions ; — 

(a)  social 

(b)  medical  ...  ...  ...  5 

Number  of  Dewsbury  babies  who  were 

premature  on  birth  weight  : 

(a)  born  alive  ...  ...  ...  24 

(bj  still  born  ...  ...  ...  4 

(c)  born  before  admission  ...  5 


respect  of 

Staincliffe 

General 

Hospital 

196 

3 

199 

9 


8 


16 

1 

1 


HEALTH  VISITING. 

(National  Health  Service  Act  1946 — Section  24). 

During  1953  the  health  visitors  paid  419  visits  to  expectant 
and  nursing  mothers,  4,569  visits  to  children  under  one  year  of 
age,  and  8,158  visits  to  children  between  the  ages  of  one  and 
five.  Other  visits  i.e.,  visits  re  stillbirths,  infectious  diseases, 
etc.,  totalled  1 570. 

The  health  visiting  staff  numbered  7 at  the  end  of  the  year, 
of  these  4 are  fully  qualified,  and  3 are  approved  health 
visitors. 
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Total 

number 

of 

families 

or 

households 

visited 

in 

year 

3383 

Total 

number 

of 

visits 

made 

in 

year 

i 

14716 

1 

Other 

cases 

1570 

Children 
age  2 
but 
under 

5 years 

Total 

visits 

5809 

Children 
age  1 
and 
under 

2 years 

Total 

visits 

2349 

Children 
under  1 year 
of  age 

Total 

visits 

4569 

First 

visits 

907 

Expectant 

mothers 

Total 

visits 

419 

First 

visits 

991 

Number 

of 

children 

under 

6 years 
of  age 
visited 
during 
the  year 

3989 

j 

HOME  NURSING. 

(National  Health  Service  Act  1946 — Section  25). 

The  Corporation  are  entirely  responsible  for  the  home 
nursing  service  and  at  the  end  of  1953  five  whole-time  and  five 
part-time  nurses  were  employed  on  home  nursing  duties. 

The  following  tables  show  the  number  of  cases  nursed 
during  1953. 

Statement  of  Cases  Nursed,  January  1st  to  December  31st,  1953. 


Type  of  Case 

Male 

Female 

No.  of 
Patients 

Visits 

No.  of 
Patients 

Visits 

Diabetes 

8 

697 

36 

5514 

Carcinoma 

17 

364 

38 

945 

Rheumatism  and  Arthritis 

3 

78 

23 

849 

Bronchitis 

34 

301 

25 

534 

Pneumonia  ... 

15 

99 

25 

256 

Prolapse  Uterus 

— 

— 

25 

300 

Cardiac 

32 

514 

38 

968 

Dressings,  Scalds,  Burns,  &c. 

31 

858 

67 

1416 

Cerebral  Thrombosis 

33 

814 

27 

796 

Coronary  Thrombosis 

3 

71 

6 

204 

Tuberculosis  ... 

21 

612 

12 

344 

Hemiplegia  ... 

— 

— 

14 

955 

Other  Cases  ... 

118 

2000 

244 

3605 

Totals 

316 

6308 

580 

16675 

Children  o’ 
and  under 

irer  1 year 
16  years 

Children  m 

ider 1 year 

No.  of 
Patients 

Visits 

No.  of 
Patients 

Visits 

Pneumonia  ... 

3 

18 

1 

8 

Circumcision  ... 

24 

116 

48 

214 

Bronchitis 

6 

35 

1 

5 

Worms 

4 

11 

— 

— 

Others 

43 

324 

2 

29 

Totals 

80 

504 

62 

256 

1953  1952  1951  1950 


Total  Cases  ...  1027  871  805  761 

Total  Visits  ...  23743  20792  17762  18117 

Patients  who  were  65  or  over  at  the  first  visit  during  the 
year  numbered  451  and  13,023  visits  were  made  to  them. 
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No.  oi 
Cases 
brought 
forward 

New 

Pat- 

ients 

Dis- 

charged 

Conval- 

escent 

Trans- 

ferred 

to 

Hospital 

Left 

DUt- 

rict 

Died 

Remain- 
ing on 
books 

Hale 

Nunes 

22 

391 

282 

50 

3 

43 

39 

Female 

Nunes 

110 

504 

331 

62 

— 

94 

123 

Totals 

132 

895 

613 

112 

3 

137 

162 

VACCINATION  AND  IMMUNISATION. 

(National  Health  Service  Act  1946 — Section  26) 

Immunisation. 

The  number  of  children  immunised  during  the  year  was 
652  ; of  these  537  were  between  0 and  5 years,  and  115  between 
6 and  15  years,  whilst  the  number  aged  less  than  1 was  323 
representing  only  36%  of  the  number  of  babies  born  in  the 
previous  year. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  number  of  children  in  the  Borough 
immunised  at  the  end  of  1953  was  46  -2%  of  those  between  0 and 
5 years  and  79-7%  of  those  between  5 and  15  years,  compared 
with  44*7%  and  77  *7%  respectively  at  the  end  of  1952. 


The  number  of  immunisations  carried  out  since  1935  when 
immunisation  against  diphtheria  was  first  practised  in  Dewsbury 
are  as  follows  : — 


1935 

77 

1936 

10 

1937 

76 

1938 

26 

1939 

19 

1940 

1680 

1941 

1865 

1942 

1350 

1943 

1675 

1944 

751 

1945 

615 

1946 

526 

1947 

899 

1948 

758 

1949 

673 

1950 

624 

1951 

586 

1962 

763 

1053 

652 

These  652  immunisations  include  433  children  who  have 
received  combined  A.P.T.  and  Whooping  Cough  vaccine  (Glaxo) 
in  doses  of  ’5,  *6  and  1 c.c.  at  monthly  intervals.  Private 
doctors  immunised  88  of  the  children  against  diphtheria  and 
50  against  diphtheria  and  whooping  cough  (combined  pro- 
phylactic). 

In  addition,  during  the  year  462  children  received  one 
single  boosting  dose  ; 435  of  these  children  were  between  6 and 
15  years  and  27  were  under  5 years. 


Vaccination. 

The  following  are  the  figures  of  vaccination  against 
smallpox  : — 

Under  1 1 — 4 5 — 14  15  & Over  Total 

339  283  945  637  2204 

These  figures  show  a great  improvement  over  the  figures  for 
the  previous  year,  when  a total  of  228  vaccinations  was  made. 
The  explanation  for  this  was  that  a number  of  cases  of  small  pox 
were  notified  in  the  area  around  Dewsbury  which  brought  home 
to  the  general  public  the  serious  situation  which  could  arise  in  a 
community  where  a high  percentage  had  not  been  given  the 
protection  afforded  by  vaccination. 

In  addition  to  the  foregoing  total  of  2204  vaccinations,  there 
were  840  re-vaccinations  during  the  year. 

In  spite  of  the  improvement,  the  number  of  infants  being 
vaccinated  is  far  too  sm  dl  and  does  not  confer  any  degree  of 
protection  upon  the  community  in  general. 
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AMBULANCE  SERVICE. 

(National  Health  Service  Act,  1946 — Section  27). 

The  total  number  of  vehicles  at  the  end  of  the  year  was 
4 Ambulances  and  3 Sitting  Case  Cars. 


The  personnel  employed  numbered  14  and  were  under  the 
immediate  direction  of  Mr.  L.  Banham,  the  Council’s  Transport 
Manager. 


The  following  table  shows  the  work  done  by  this  service 
during  the  year  : — 


Total  No. 
of 

Journeys 

No.  of 
Accident 
and  other 
Emergency 
Calls 

Total  No. 
of 

Patients 

carried 

Total 

Mileage 

4 Ambulances 

2480 

285 

5227 

23944 

3 Cars 

6169 

.321 

10330 

52264 

TOTALS  1953 

7649 

606 

16557 

76208 

TOTALS  1962 

7559 

560 

16597 

69615 

It  will  be  noticed  that  there  was  an  decrease  of  40  in  the 
number  of  patients  carried  as  compared  with  the  previous  year, 
and  an  increase  of  6,.'i93  miles  on  the  years  mileage. 


The  comparative  tigiire.^^  for  mileage  for  the  years  since  1949 


A mbulances 

Cars 

Total 

1949 

29905 

58604 

88509 

1950 

30860 

48849 

79709 

1951 

24178 

46764 

70942 

1952 

20914 

48701 

69615 

1 953 

23944 

52264 

76208 

ni 
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PREVENTION  OF  ILLNESS,  CARE  AND  AFTER-CARE. 

(National  Health  Service  Act  1946 — Section  28). 

A.  TUBERCULOSIS 

Tuberculosis  Visitor 

The  Tuberculosis  Visitor  is  responsible  for  the  care  and 
after-care  of  tuberculosis  patients,  attends  the  Dispensary 
Clinical  session  at  the  Dewsbury  Centre,  (which  was  transferred 
in  March,  1954  from  Northfields  House  to  the  Dewsbury  General 
Hospital)  twice  a week  and  acts  as  clinical  nurse. 

Though  the  Regional  Board  have  the  responsibility  of 
clinical  care  of  the  tuberculosis  patients  and  control  on  behalf 
of  the  Minister,  tuberculosis  sanatoria,  dispensaries  and  mass 
miniature  radiography,  the  domiciliary  medico-social  care  of 
the  patient  and  the  families  is  a duty  of  the  local  health  authority. 

The  work  of  the  Tuberculosis  Visitor  is  set  out  below  : — 


Home  Visiting. 

Visits  to  new  cases  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  21 

Visits  to  patients  under  domiciliary  treatment  ...  626 

Visits  to  homes  of  patients  in  Sanatoria  ...  ...  68 

Visits  to  contacts  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  276 

Unsuccessful  visits  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 


Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  1033 


In  addition  to  home  visiting,  occupational  therapy  is  done 
by  the  patients  under  the  supervision  of  the  visitor,  i.e.,  hand 
loom  weaving,  lampshade  making,  marquetry  handicraft,  em- 
broidery, rug  making,  etc.  The  materials  are  supphed  through 
the  Health  Department. 

Provision  of  Free  Milk. 

Number  of  patients  supplied  with  milk  during  the  year  6.5 
Number  of  pints  of  milk  supplied  during  the  year  ...  39,930 

MASS  RADIOGRAPHY  UNIT  SURVEY,  1953. 

The  Leeds  Mass  Radiography  Unit  carried  out  a survey  in 
the  Municipal  Buildings  from  the  15th  September  to  the  2nd 
October,  and  the  following  figures  show  the  results  obtained  ; — 

Number  of  Persons  examined  by  35mm.  Fiim. 

Males  ...  1,781 
Females  ...  1,627 


Total 


3,408 


Groups  Examined. 

Secondary  School  children  who  were  leaving 
at  end  of  term 

Corporation  staffs  including  school  teachers 
General  Public 

Industrial  Firms  and  Public  Authorities  ... 

. Totals  ... 


Males 

Females 

279 

252 

364 

245 

277 

515 

861 

615 

1,781 

1,627 

Number  of  persons  previously  examined  by  Mass  Radiography. 


Males 

696 

Females  ... 

542 

Total 

1,238 

Recalls. 

47  persons  were  examined  by  large  skiagram  and  34  persons 
were  clinically  examined  by  the  Medical  Director  of  the  Unit. 

RESULTS  OF  SURVEY. 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis. 


Referred  to  Chest  Clinic  for  further  investigation. 


Presumed  Active 

•••  •••  ••• 

6 

Presumed  Inactive 

•••  ••• 

8 

Inactive  referred  to  own  Doctor 

...  ...  • • • 

2 

Inactive  no  further  action 

... 

4 

Other  Abnormalities. 

Referred  to  Chest  Clinic  for  further  investigation  ... 

2 

Referred  to  own  Doctor 

...  ...  ... 

8 

No  further  action  required 

2 

Details  of  other  abnormalities. 

Paralysed  Left  Hemi-diaphragm 

1 

Pneumonitis 

1 

Bronchiectasis 

2 

Dust  Reticulosis 

1 

Pneumoconiosis  ... 

1 

Chontroma 

1 

Cor  Bovinum 

1 

Mitral  Configuration 

1 

SPECIAL  SURVEY. 

During  the  year,  as  a result  of  one  member  of  the  domestic 
staff  at  one  of  the  schools  being  found  to  suffer  from  pulmonary 
tuberculosis  it  was  deemed  expedient  to  examine  all  the  children 
for  tuberculosis  at  that  particular  school.  It  is  very  pleasing 
indeed  to  report  that  in  addition  to  receiving  full  support  from 
the  teaching  staff  nearly  one  hundred  per  cent,  of  the  parents 
co-operated  ; a fact  of  no  small  importance.  It  is  also  gratifying 
to  state  that  no  ca.se  of  tuberculo.sis  was  found  among.st  the 
children. 


(B)  ILLNESS  GENERALLY. 

Convalescent  Care. 

During  1953  sixteen  cases  were  afforded  convalescent  care. 

Loan  of  Nursing  Requisites. 

Articles  are  loaned  free  of  charge.  A deposit  is  payable 
when  the  equipment  is  collected,  this  is  returnable  if  the  article 
is  returned  in  good  condition.  Loans  of  various  items  totalled 
223  during  the  year  against  306  in  1952. 

Health  Education. 

Full  use  was  made  of  the  advisory  and  information  service 
of  the  Central  Council  for  Health  Education. 

All  clinics  display  posters  on  health  topics  which  are 
systematically  changed. 

Talks  were  given  to  various  Associations  on  the  work  of  the 
Health  Department  and  on  the  prevention  of  accidents  in  the 
home. 

Accidents  in  the  Home. 

During  1953,  77  Dewsbury  residents  were  treated  by  the 
out-patients  Department  of  Dewsbury  General  Hospital  as  a 
result  of  accidents  at  home.  It  must  be  emphasised  that  this 
number  of  77  accidents  reported  does  not  by  any  means  represent 
the  full  picture.  No  doubt  the  figure  for  all  home  accidents  is 
much  higher  as  many  are  not  serious  enough  to  warrant  hospital 
treatment,  and  there  are  no  reports  of  cases  treated  by  general 
practitioners  or  by  the  ont-patient  department  of  Staincliffe 
General  Hospital. 

From  the  information  available  it  is  known  that  burns  and 
scalds  accounted  for  16  of  the  accidents  and  9 of  these  were 
children  under  5 years  of  age.  Falls  accounted  for  36  of  the 
accidents,  and  of  these,  12  were  children  under  5 years  of  age,  and 
13  adults  over  the  age  of  56. 

Fatalities  according  to  the  Register  of  Deaths  directly 
attributable  to  accidents  in  the  home  during  the  years  1951,  1952 
and  1953  were  8,  9 and  9 respectively.  The  great  majority  of  the 
deaths  followed  falls  at  home  by  old  people  over  the  age  of  65. 

All  the  nurses  have  been  instructed  that  they  must  regard 
the  prevention  of  home  accidents  as  part  of  their  duty,  and 
they  have  advised  whenever  necessary  and  appropriate  during 
they  many  visits  to  various  homes.  It  is  considered  that  this 
continuous  work  of  the  nurses  is  the  backbone  of  all  efforts  made 
to  reduce  home  accidents.  Amongst  other  steps  taken  pam- 
phlets and  leaflets  are  available  in  the  various  Local  Health 
Authority  clinics  and  they  are  also  carried  round  by  nurses 
during  their  home  visits.  In  addition,  posters  are  also  in  the 
clinics  and  the.se  are  periodicallv  changed. 


V.D.  Social  Work. 

The  Council  joins  with  the  West  Riding  County  Council 
in  providing  the  services  of  a V.D.  Social  Worker  who  is  centred 
on  Dewsbury  General  Hospital  Special  Treatment  Centre. 

Details  of  the  work  carried  out  by  the  social  worker  are 
set  out  below  : — 

Number  of  cases  followed  up  as  defaulters  : — 

Syphilis  ...  61 

Gonorrhoea  ...  S 
Non- venereal  6 

Of  the  61  cases  of  syphilis  followed  up  46  attended  the 
treatment  centre,  11  failed  to  attend  and  4 were  untraceable. 
Of  the  8 cases  of  gonorrhoea  followed  up,  2 attended  the  treatment 
centre,  3 failed  to  attend  and  3 were  untraceable.  Six  of  the 
non-venereal  cases  attended  the  treatment  centre. 

Number  of  cases  traced  as  contacts  ...  21 

The  number  of  visits  made  for  all  purposes  including 
attendances  at  clinic  sessions  was  545. 


DOMESTIC  HELP  SERVICE. 

The  demand  for  this  service  was  again  heavy,  and  as  the 
percentage  of  old  people  increases  the  demands  made  on  the 
service  will  correspondingly  increase.  These  cases,  as  the 
following  figures  show,  form  the  bulk  of  the  demand  on  the 
service. 

During  the  year  the  following  cases  were  attended  : — 

Maternity  ...  ...  40 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  1 

Chronic  sick,  aged  and 

infirm  ...  ...  186 

Others...  ...  ...  53 


Total  ...  280 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  staff  and  the  hours 
worked  during  the  year  compared  with  1952  : — 


1953 

1952 

Part- 

Full- 

Part- 

Full- 

time 

time 

time 

time 

Staff  at  1st  January 

18 

14 

19 

10 

,,  31st  December 

17 

14 

18 

14 

Number  of  hours  worked  ... 

20608 

26057 

21643 

21796 

Uniform  overalls  are  provided  for  the  domestic  helps  and 
household  equipment  is  available  on  loan  where  necessary. 


MENTAL  HEALTH  SERVICE. 

(National  Health  Service  Act  1946 — Section  61). 

The  Mental  Health  Sub-Committee  is  comprised  of  all 
members  of  the  Health  Committee  and  meetings  are  held 
monthly.  No  duties  are  delegated  to  voluntary  organisations. 


Care  of  Mental  Defectives. 

Institutional  Provision. 

At  the  end  of  1953,  there  were  72  mental  defectives  from 
Dewsbury  in  Institutions.  41  were  males  and  29  females 
(plus  2 males  “on  licence  leave”). 


The  defectives  were  housed  as  follows  : — 


St.  Catherine’s  Institution,  Doncaster 
Mean  wood  Park  Hospital,  Leeds 
Oulton  Hall,  Leeds 
Castleburg  Hospital,  Settle  ... 
Grenoside  Institution,  Sheffield 
Rampton  State  Institution  ... 
Rawcliffe  Hall 
Whixley  Colony,  York 
Lemmington  Hall,  Alnwick  ... 
Aycliffe  Hospital,  Darlington 
Monkton  Hall,  Jarrow 
Winestead  Colony,  Withemsea 
Westwood  Institution,  Bradford 
St.  Raphael,  The  Butts,  Brentford 
Calderstones  Hospital,  Whalley 


Males 

Females 

16 

22 

— 

2 

5 

— 

3 



7 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

3 

— 

— 

1 

1 

1 

2 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

1 

1 

— 

41  29 


At  the  end  of  the  year  5 males  and  2 females  were  awaiting 
vacancies  in  institutions. 

Guardianship. 

There  were  12  mental  defectives  under  guardianship — 
7 males  and  6 females. 

Statutory  Supervision. 

There  were  49  mental  defectives  under  statutory  super- 
vision, 33  males  and  16  females,  and  of  these  30  were  under 
school  leaving  age. 

Education  Act  1944,  Section  57  and  Education  Act  (Miscellaneous 
Provisions)  1948,  Section  8. 

Cases  notified  under  Section  57(3)  3 males  and  1 female. 

Cases  notified  under  Section  57(5)  2 males  and  3 females. 


Authorised  Officers*  Visits  to  Mentaily  Defective  Persons. 


Children 

under  16 

Men 

Women 

Male 

Female 

s.s.  

86 

37 

96 

28 

G.  

34 

20 

— 

— 

L.L 

On  behalf  of 

7 

5 

3 

— 

Institutions 

16 

12 

— 

— 

Others 

5 

6 

— 

— 

Total  Visits 

148 

80 

99 

28 

S.S.=Statutory  Supervision.  G.=Guardianship.  L.L.=Licence  Leave. 


Mentally  HI  Persons. 


The  follo'wing  table  shows  the  number  of  cases  in  mental 
hospitals  at  31st  December,  1953  : — 


Name  of  Hospital 

Certified 

M F 

Voluntary 
M F 

Stanley  Royd  Hospital,  Wakefield  ... 

. 21  4 

4 

8 

Storthes  Hall  Mental  Hospital 

. 36  67 

4 

11 

Bumtwood,  Staffs. 

. — 1 

— — 

67  72  8 19 


Admissions  and  discharges  to  and  from  mental  hospitals 
during  the  whole  year  are  shown  below  : — 


Admissions  : 

Dewsbury 

Cases 

Outside 

Cases 

Males  : 

Certified  . . . 

8 

3 

Voluntary 

7 

— 

Sec.  21 

— 

— 

Sec.  20 

4 

— 

Temporary 

— 

— 

Females  : 

Certified  . . . 

17 

3 

Voluntary 

15 

1 

Sec.  20 

7 

1 

Temporary 

58 

8 

Discharges  : 

Males  : 

Certified  . . . 

8 

2 

Voluntary 

10 

— 

Sec.  20 

1 

— 

Temporary 

— 

— 

Females  : 

Certified  . . . 

9 

3 

Voluntary 

20 

— 

Sec.  20 

— 

— 

Temporary 

48 

5 

The  above  discharges  include  13  deaths  (8  males  and  5 
females). 


08 


Work  of  the  Duly  Authorised  Officers. 

In  addition  to  their  statutory  duties  under  the  Lunacy  and 
Mental  Treatment  Acts  they  are  responsible  for  the  supervision 
of  mental  defectives  and  this  includes  supervision  of,  and  making 
reports  on,  mental  defectives  out  on  licence  from  institutions. 


Mentally  111— Visits 


Male 

Female 

Visits  in  connection  with  cases  certified 

Visits  in  connection  with  cases  admitted  vol- 

33 

66 

untary 

20 

49 

Visits  to  cases  in  which  action  was  taken  under 

Sec.  20  L.A.  1890  

8 

16 

Visits  made  but  no  action  taken 

17 

20 

TOTAL  VISITS 

78 

151 

Cases  removed  to  Mental  Hospital  out  of  oflice 

hours  ... 

11 

18 

Mental  Health  Worker. 


A Psychiatric  Out-Patient  Clinic  is  held  at  Dewsbury 
General  Hospital.  Dr.  P.  F.  Fletcher  is  the  Consultant  Psychia- 
trist and  the  Mental  Health  Worker  assists  at  this  clinic. 

A brief  summary  of  the  cases  dealt  with  by  the  Mental 
Health  Worker  and  under  care  at  the  31st  December,  1953,  is 


given  below ; — 

No.  of  cases  under  care  at  beginning  of  year 

. . . 

...  23 

No.  of  cases  referred  during  year 

. . . 

• . . 

17 

No.  of  cases  discharged 

. . . 

. . . 

...  20 

No.  of  cases  under  care  at  end  of  year 

... 

« • • 

...  20 

No.  of  cases  dealt  with  during  year... 

... 

... 

...  40 

Classification  by  Diagnosis. 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Psychosis 

2 

4 

6 

Psychoneurosis 

3 

2 

5 

Psychopathic  personality  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Organic  Reaction  types 

1 

2 

3 

Amentia 

1 

1 

2 

8 

9 

17 

Referring  Agencies, 

M. 

F. 

Total 

Health  Department  Staff  ... 

1 

— 

1 

Consultant  Psychiatrist  ... 

4 

4 

8 

Probation  Officer  ... 

1 

— 

1 

General  Practitioner 

— 

1 

1 

Ministry  of  Health  (E.x-service)  ... 

1 

— 

1 

5 
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Referred  for  After-care. 

The  following  shows  the  number  of  cases  who  were  referred 
for  after-care  : — 


Number  of  cases 
referred  by  the 
hospital  for 
after-care 

Storthes  Hall  Hospital 

Stanley  Royd  Hospital 

4 

Scalebor  Park  Hospital 

1 

Totals 

5 

It  is  to  be  regretted  that  no  cases  discharged  from  Storthes 
Hall  Hospital  were  referred  for  after-care.  This  is  very  dis- 
turbing, especially  in  view  of  the  fact  that  Dewsbury  forms 
part  of  the  catchment  area  of  this  hospital. 

Out-Patient  Clinic  (Dewsbury  General  Hospital). 

Sessions  w’orked  at  out-patient  clinic  during  year  ...  48 

New  Dewsbury  cases  attending  at  Clinic  ...  ...  148 

Old  Dewsbury  cases  attending  at  Clinic  ...  ...  209 

Child  Guidance. 

Sessions  on  Child  Guidance  Clinic  duties  ...  ...  285 

Visits  and  Interviews. 

No.  of  consultations  at  office  (patients,  relatives,  etc.)  167 
No.  of  consultations  at  patients’ homes,  etc.  ...  179 

Occupation  Centre  for  Children. 

An  Occupation  Centre  for  mentally  defective  children  was 
completed  early  in  the  year  and  I am  indebted  to  Miss  C.  Bryne, 
the  Supervisor,  for  the  following  report  on  the  work  of  the  centre, 
which  the  Council  have  decided  shall  be  known  as  the  Orchard 
School. 

The  Occupation  Centre  opened  on  April  14th,  1953,  with  35 
children,  23  from  Dewsbufy  and  12  from  the  West  Riding 
Administrative  Area.  The  number  of  children  on  the  register 
at  the  end  of  December  was  44,  28  from  Dewsbury  and  16  from 
the  West  Riding.  The  average  attendance  from  14th  April  to 
22nd  December  was  Dewsbury  children  24,  West  Riding  children 
13.7. 

The  staff  in  addition  to  the  Supervisor  is,  2 Assistant  Super- 
visors, 2 Guide  Assistants  and  1 Caretaker. 
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Transport  for  the  children  to  and  from  the  centre  is  pro- 
vided by  means  of  a bus  for  Dewsbury  children  on  which  the 
staff  act  as  escort  in  turn,  and  a bus  for  the  West  Riding  children 
with  one  of  the  mothers  as  paid  escort. 

Dinners  for  the  children  are  provided  by  the  Education 
Committee  at  a charge  of  9d.  per  dinner  to  the  child,  the  Health 
Committee  paying  9d.  to  make  up  the  full  cost  of  l/6d.  per  dinner. 
Where  parents  are  unable  to  afford  the  charge  the  dinner  is 
supplied  free.  Each  child  also  receives  one-third  of  a pint  of 
milk  each  day  free. 

The  children  are  divided  into  three  groups 

A.  Nursery  aged  from  4 to  10  years.  This  group  also  in- 
cludes two  spastic  girls  who  are  unable  to  w^k  and  1 
epileptic  boy. 

B.  Juniors  aged  10  to  13  years. 

C.  Seniors  aged  14  to  17  years. 

The  children  have  been  grouped  according  to  age,  mental 
age  and  physical  ability. 

Apparatus  and  equipment  provided  for  the  benefit  of  the 
children  includes  : Crayons,  paints,  constructional  toys,  pencils, 
paper,  plasticene,  scissors,  pictures,  books,  gardening  tools, 
bricks,  balls,  push  and  pull  toys,  sand  trays,  dolls  house. 
Percussion  band  instruments,  music  for  singing  and  dancing 
and  music  and  movement. 

The  daily  programme  includes  the  following  subjects  : 
habit-training,  sense  training,  physical  activities,  speech  train- 
ing, handwork,  painting,  crayoning,  modelling,  gardening, 
musical  activities,  table  manners  and  provision  for  free  play. 

Subjects  are  treated  in  a way  best  suited  to  the  capabilities 
of  the  children  and  no  lesson  is  continued  for  too  long  a period. 
As  lack  of  concentration  is  one  of  the  chief  difficulties  to  be 
overcome,  emphasis  is  put  on  practical  rather  than  academic 
subjects.  Constant  repetition  with  variety  is  a feature  of  the 
lessons  so  that  attention  and  interest  are  held  at  all  times.  The 
children  enjoy  coming  to  the  centre  and  are  well  settled  into  the 
routine.  They  have  adapted  themselves  well  to  the  “School 
Life”  and  show  a keen  interest  in  it’s  activities. 

A Parent-Teacher  Association  was  formed  in  November 
with  a view  to  maintaining  contact  between  parents  and  staff 
and  obtaining  a closer  understanding  of  the  children.  Keen 
interest  is  shown  by  the  parents  and  relatives  and  the  meetings 
which  provide  for  social,  cultural  and  informative  activities  have 
been  well  attended. 


PREVALANCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL 
OVER  INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER 

DISEASES 
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The  Prevalence  of  Notifiable  Infections  Diseases. 


(Other  than  Tuberculosis). 


Disease 

Total 

Cases 

Notified 

Finally 

so 

Diagnosed 

Cases 

admitted 
to  Hospital 
or 

occurring 
in  Hosipt^ 

Total 

Deaths 

Scarlet  Fever  

98 

97 

55 

— - 

Diphtheria  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Erysipelas  ...  

9 

9 

4 

— 

Puerperal  Pyrexia  ... 

9 

9 

9 

— 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pneumonia  ... 

18 

18 

7 

26* 

Measles 

664 

664 

11 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

114 

114 

2 

— 

Typhoid  and  Para-typhoid 

1 

1 

1 

— 

Food  Poisoning 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Dysentery  ... 

38 

36 

— 

— 

Cerebro  Spinal  Meningitis  . . . 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Poliomyelitis 

3 

3 

3 

— 

Anthrax 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Pemphigus  Neonatorum  ... 

2 

2 

2 

— 

Meningococcal  Infection  ... 

2 

1 

1 

— 

962 

968 

98 

29 

•Some  cases  of  pneumonia  are  not  notifiable.  The  deaths  from  pneumonia 
are  not  related  to  the  notifications. 


DETAILS  OF  THE  NOTIFICATION  OF  INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  OTHER  THAN  TUBERCULOSIS  DURING  THE  TWELVE  MONTHS 

OF  THE  YEAR  1953. 

The  number  in  brackets  shew  the  number  of  cases  in  which  a change  in  diagnosis  was  made. 


7.3 
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Tuberculosis. 

Total  Number  of  Cases  on  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the  end  of  1953. 


M 

F. 

Total 

I'ulmonary  Tuberculosis  .. 

. 

95 

66 

161 

Nrn-Pultponary  Tuberculosis 

... 

42 

39 

81 

137 

105 

242 

Summary  in  Age  Groups. 


Age 

Pulmonar 

y 

Non-Pulmonary 

M. 

F. 

Total 

M. 

F. 

Total 

0-.’>  .. 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

5—15  .. 

6 

2 

8 

11 

6 

17 

15—25  .. 

8 

14 

22 

12 

11 

23 

25—  35  

29 

22 

51 

8 

7 

15 

35—45  

22 

14 

36 

4 

7 

11 

45—55  

14 

6 

20 

4 

5 

9 

5.5—65  .. 

9 

5 

14 

1 

2 

3 

65  upwards 

6 

2 

8 

1 

— 

1 

Teals 

95 

- 

66 

r— 

161 

42 

39 

81 

Tuberculosis  Mortality  1953. 


Age  Periods 

Respiratory 

Non- 

Respiratory 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Male 

Female 

Total 

0- 

1— 

5— 

15— 

2.5— 

45— 

6.5— 

2 

3 

2 

- 

2 

3 

2 

— 

1 

1 

TOTALS 

7 

— 

7 

— 

1 

1 

Mortality  from  respiratory  tuberculosis  : — 0.13  per  1,000  population. 
Mortality  from  non-respiratory  tuberculosis  ; — 0-02  per  1,000  population. 
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Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  was  voluntarily  notifiable  in 
Dewsbury  from  1907  and  compulsorily  notifiable  throughout  the 
country  from  1912.  The  following  table  shows  the  decline  in 
the  notifications  and  deaths  from  1912  to  the  present  time. 

Tuberculosis. 


Year 

Notifications 

Deaths 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Total 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Tota 

1912—1916 

107-6 

31-7 

139-2 

61-8 

16-8 

68 -( 

(average) 

1916—1920 

97-4 

16-6 

113 

42-4 

11-6 

64 

(average) 

1921—1925 

43-6 

9-4 

63 

33-6 

9-2 

42-t 

(average) 

1926—1930 

38-6 

15-2 

63-8 

36-6 

9-4 

46 

(average) 

1931—1936 

41-4 

18-8 

60-2 

32-2 

7-4 

39-6 

(average) 

1936—1940 

45 

21-6 

66-6 

22-8 

6-8 

28-6 

(average) 

1941—1945 

31-4 

12-6 

44 

20-6 

9-0 

29-e 

(average) 

1946—1950 

24-8 

16 

40-8 

14 

6 

19 

(average) 

1936 

42 

23 

66 

24 

12 

36 

1937 

65 

22 

77 

22 

8 

30 

1938 

61 

29 

80 

16 

6 

22 

1939 

32 

15 

47 

26 

2 

27 

1940 

45 

19 

64 

27 

1 

28 

1941 

39 

19 

68 

28 

6 

34 

1942 

31 

4 

36 

19 

15 

34 

1943 

32 

10 

42 

20 

11 

31 

1944 

29 

11 

40 

16 

5 

21 

1945 

26 

19 

46 

20 

8 

28 

1946 

20 

12 

32 

11 

6 

16 

1947 

31 

15 

46 

19 

9 

28 

1948 

22 

18 

40 

13 

5 

18 

1949 

26 

20 

46 

12 

6 

18 

1950 

26 

15 

40 

15 



15 

1961 

31 

8 

39 

17 



17 

1962 

25 

9 

34 

12 

1 

13 

1953 

30 

17 

47 

7 1 

1 

8 

Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  Notifications. 


Year 

Cervical 

Glands 

Bones 

& 

Joints 

Abdo- 

men 

Menin- 

ges 

K, 

ne 

d- 

ys 

Others 

Total 

M & F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

1943 

1 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

10 

1944 

2 

2 

2 

2 

1 

1 

1 

11 

1945 

4 

7 

1 

4 

2 

1 

19 

1946 

2 

2 

4 

3 

1 

12 

1947 

1 

7 

1 

4 

1 

1 

16 

1948 

3 

4 

1 

2 

4 

2 

1 

1 

18 

1949 

6 

3 

3 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

20 

1960 

1 

3 

2 

3 

6 

15 

1951 

3 

3 

1 

1 

8 

1952 

1 

4 

1 

1 

2 

9 

1953 

4 

5 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

1 

17 
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During  the  year  there  were  47  new  notifications  of  Tuber- 
culosis, and  of  these  30  were  Pulmonary  and  17  Non-Pulmonary. 
120  contacts  were  examined  for  the  first  time,  349  old  contacts 
were  re-examined  and  8 contacts  developed  tuberculosis.  8 
persons  died  from  tuberculosis  and  6 were  removed  from  the 
register  as  recovered.  The  total  number  of  patients  on  the 
register  at  31st  December,  1953,  was  242,  consisting  of  161 
pulmonary  and  81  non-pulmonary.  50  patients  received  treat- 
ment in  a sanatorium,  and  the  number  of  children  vaccinated 
with  B.C.G.  was  39. 


Reference  is  made  on  page  00,  under  the  heading  of  “Pre- 
vention of  Illness,  Care  and  After-care,”  of  the  work  which  has 
been  done  to  prevent  the  spread  of  Tuberculosis  and  the  follow  up 
of  cases. 

Employment  of  known  cases  of  tuberculosis  is  difficult  in 
this  area,  but  certain  organisations  are  good  at  taking  back 
rehabilitiated  persons  who  have  received  treatment.  The 
greatest  difficulty  is  experienced  with  unskilled  workers  who  are 
not  fit  to  return  to  their  usual  jobs  and  light  employment  is 
almost  unobtainable  in  this  area. 

A notification  of  death  from  tuberculosis  of  a person  who  has 
not  been  previously  notified  is  treated  as  a new  notification  and 
the  usual  contact  procedure  is  observed.  Any  child  referred  to 
clinic  by  a general  practitioner  or  by  the  Health  Department  is 
mantouxed  and  if  negative  offered  B.C.G.  vaccination. 


Venereal  Disease 

Treatment  of  this  disease  was  carried  out  at  the  Special 
Treatment  Centre  at  Dewsbury  General  Hospital. 

The  following  table  shows  the  services  rendered  at  the 
Treatment  Centre  during  the  year,  classified  according  to  the 
area  in  which  the  patients  resided. 


Name  of  County  or  County  Borough 

Dewsbury 

West  Riding 

Total 

Number  of  cases  from  each  area  : — 

Syphilis 

10 

14 

24 

Gonorrhoea  ... 

9 

8 

17 

Other  conditions 

64 

62 

126 

Totals 

83 

84 

167 

V 
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Food  Poisoning 

The  annual  return  of  Food  Posioning  Notifications  required 
by  the  Ministry  of  Health  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 

1953,  is  included  below. 


Appendix  D (i) 

Annual  Return  of  Food  Poisoning  Notifications 
(Corrected). 

1.  Local  Authority — Dewsbury  County  Borough.  Year — -1953. 

2.  Food  Poisoning  Notifications  (Corrected)  Returned  to  R.G. 
1st  Quarter  2nd  Quarter  ^rd  Quarter  4th  Quarter  Total 

Nil  Nil  1 1 2 

3.  Outbreaks  due  to  identified  agents. 

Total  Outbreaks — Nil.  Total  Cases — Nil. 

4.  Outbreaks  due  to  undiscovered  cause. 

Total  Outbreaks — ^Nil.  Total  Cases — Nil. 

5.  Single  Cases. 

Agent  identified  Unknown  Cause  Total 

Salmonella  Typhimurium  ...  1 — 

Salmonella  Oranienburg  ...  1 2 

Appendix  D (ii) 

Food  Poisoning  Outbreaks — Nil. 

Cancer. 


No.  of  Deaths  from  Cancer  during  1953  (1952)  ...  104  (116) 

Rate  per  1,000  population  1953  (1952)  ...  ...  1-96  (2- 19) 

Deaths  from  Cancer  in  Age  Periods  : — 


M. 

F. 

Total 

Under  15  years  

— 

1 

1 

15  to  45  years  

1 

2 

3 

45  to  65  years  

20 

22 

42 

Over  65  years  

27 

31 

58 

48 

56 

104 

TO 


Sanitary  Inspector’s  Department, 

Municipal  Buildings, 
Halifax  Road, 

Dewsbury. 

CHIEF  SANITARY  INSPECTOR’S  REPORT,  1953. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Dewsbury. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Mrs.  Field  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  my  Annual  Report  on  the  work 
of  the  Sanitary  Department  for  the  year  ended  31st  December, 
1953  for  your  information  and  consideration. 

No  important  legislation  affecting  the  work  of  the  Depart- 
ment has  been  enacted  during  the  year  with  the  result  that  the 
routine  has  continued  very  much  on  the  same  lines  of  previous 
years. 

Housing  conditions  still  remain  the  same  but  with  the 
introdution  of  the  new  Housing  Bill  we  look  towards  the  future 
with  some  degree  of  optimism  in  effecting  some  improvement. 

In  the  compilation  of  this  Annual  Report,  I have  attempted 
to  summarise,  under  their  respective  headings,  the  conditions 
prevailing  in  all  sections  of  the  duties  set  out  in  the  Sanitary 
Officers’  Order,  with  the  exception  of  Public  Cleansing. 

In  presenting  this  report  I have  pleasure  in  thanking  the 
Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committees 
for  their  continued  assistance  and  support  throughout  the  year. 
To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  I express  my  appreciation  for 
the  assistance  and  co-operation  he  has  so  readily  given,  and  to 
the  staff  of  Inspectors,  Clerks  and  Workmen  I wish  to  record  my 
sincere  thanks  for  their  loyal  .services  in  the  execution  of  the 
duties  of  the  Department. 

I remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

II.  HAWORTH,  M.S.I.A., 

Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 
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Staff. 

The  inspectorial  staff  is  comprised  of  the  Chief  Sanitary- 
Inspector  and  five  District  Sanitary  Inspectors,  one  of  whom  is 
appointed  Deputy  Chief  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Two  vacancies  were  filled  during  the  year,  but  owing  to  a 
national  shortage  of  qualified  inspectors,  a departure  had  to  be 
made  from  the  practice  of  appointing  applicants  holding  the 
Meat  Inspector’s  Certificate,  with  the  consequence  that  all  the 
members  of  the  present  staff  hold  the  statutory  qualification, 
but  only  four  hold  the  Certificate  of  the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute 
for  Meat  and  Other  Foods  Inspection. 

In  addition  they  hold  qualifications  which  include  : — 

“Sanitary  Science  as  applied  to  Buildings  and  Public 
Works.” 

“Smoke  Inspector’s  Certificate.” 

Three  clerks  and  two  van  drivers/disinfectors  (trained  in 
rodent  control)  complete  the  staff. 

SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD  SUPPUES. 

Glean  Food  Campaign. 

1.  Number  of  Food  premises  in  the  Area,  by  type  of  business  ; — 


Butchers  ...  ...  ...  ...  67 

Bakers  & Pastry  Cooks  ...  ...  38 

Confectioners  ...  ...  ...  123 

Dairies  & Milk  Shops  ...  ...  166 

Fishmongers  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

Fish  Fryers  ...  ...  ...  ...  37 

Fruiterers  & Greengrocers  ...  ...  35 

Grocers  & Provision  Dealers  ...  98 

Health  Food  Stores  ...  ...  ...  1 

Ice  Cream  Premises  ...  ...  ...  180 

Snack  Bars  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 


2.  Number  of  Food  premises;  by  type,  registered  under — 

(a)  Section  14  of  the  Food  & Drugs  Act,  1938 

(b)  Dairies  under  Milk  & Dairies  Regulations,  1949  : — 


(a)  Ice  Cream  Manufacturers  ...  ...  5 

Shops  selhng  wrapped  ice  cream  ...  175 

Preserved  Foods,  &c.  ...  ...  ...  38 

(b)  Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  166 

3.  Number  of  inspections  of  registered  food  premises  : — 

Ice  Cream  ...  ...  ...  ...  364 

Preserved  Foods,  &c.  ...  ...  168 

Dairies  ...  ...  ...  ...  278 

4.  Educational  activity  : — 


During  routine  inspections  of  food  premises  the  district 
inspectors  have  emphasised  the  importance  of  care  and 
cleanliness  in  the  exposure  and  handling  of  food  intended  for 
sale  and  have,  by  personal  contact  with  local  tradesmen,  been 
successful  in  obtaining  the  provision  of  constant  hot  water 
supplies  from  geysers  and  the  protection  by  glass  covers, 
of  unwrapped  fond  exposed  on  shop  counters. 
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It  is  felt  that  the  “man  to  man”  discussions  with  shop 
keepers  is  of  greater  benefit  than  public  lectures  in  that  each 
individual  is  able  to  put  his  own  point  of  view  and  ask  any 
questions  which  he  may  be  afraid  to  put  before  a meeting. 
This  method  has  proved  very  successful. 

5.  Method  of  disposal  of  condemned  food  : — 

Condemned  foods  are  collected  and  removed  for  disposal 

to  the  Corporation’s  Destructor  Plant. 

6.  Special  e.xamination  of  a stock  or  consignment  : — 

No  such  examination  has  been  called  for  during  the  year. 

Adulteration. 

Taking  the  suggested  rate  of  sampling  as  three  samples  per 
1,000  population,  Dewsbury  has  again  exceeded  that  figure  by 
more  than  100%,  the  actual  number  of  samples  taken  being  346. 

The  number  of  formal  samples  taken  has  fallen,  due,  in  a 
large  degree,  to  the  decrease  in  the  number  of  producer-retailers 
and  the  increase  of  bottled  pasteurised  milk  obtained  from  one 
or  two  large  wholesalers.  Sampling  of  milk  supplied  to  these 
wholesalers  has  been  carried  out  before  pasteurisation  as  a check 
on  its  quality. 

Of  the  346  samples  taken,  321  were  found  to  be  genuine  and 
25  "dulterated,  giving  a percentage  adultderation  of  7-2%. 

The  number  of  visits  made  for  the  purpose  of  taking  samples 
under  the  Food  & Drugs  Act  was  243,  of  which  38  were  in  respect 
of  formal  samples  and  205  for  informal  samples. 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  the  past  five  years  : — 
Suggested 

Guide  Rate  1949  1950  19“'l  1951  ^953 

150  424  356  372  283  346 


Taking  the  population  as  50,000  approximately,  the  rate 
per  1,000  equals  ; 

Suggested 


Guide  Rate  1949  19”0 

1951 

1952 

1953 

3-0  8-5  7 

•1 

7-4 

5-6 

6-9 

The  results  of  the  analysis  ( 

of  samples 

: — 

Milk  : 

1949 

1910 

1951 

1952 

1953 

Number  taken 

122 

201 

182 

148 

198 

Number  adulterated  ... 

1 

2 

7 

3 

15 

Percentage  adulterated 
Drugs  : 

0-82 

100 

3-78 

2-02 

7-52 

Number  taken 

31 

12 

2 

11 

6 

Number  adulterated  ... 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Percentage  adulterated 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 
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Samples  of  Food  and  Drugs  sent  to  the  Publio  Analyst  for  Examination 

during  the  year  1953. 


Article 

Samples 

Taken 

Informal 
Genuine  Adult’d 

Formal 

Genuine  Adult’d 

Total 

Genuine  Adult’d 

Milk 

198 

157 

9 

26 

6 

183 

15 

Ice  Cream  ... 

58 

46 

6 

6 

— 

52 

6 

Other  Food  and  Drugs  : 

Aspirin  Tablets  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Baking  Powder  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Baxen  Powder  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Beef  Sausage 

14 

14 

— 

— 

— 

14 

— 

Bisto 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Black  Jack 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Black  Pudding  ... 

4 

4 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

Bubble  Gum 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Butter 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Candy  Drinks 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Cherries  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

Chewing  Gum  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Chopped  Green  Beans  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Coronation  Balls 

1 

1 

— 

. 



1 

— 

Cream  of  Tartar 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Creamed  Tomato  & Rice 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Dairymilk  Drops 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Dolly  Mixtures  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Fizz  Sucker 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Fruit  Imperial  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Fruity  Chews 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Fuller’s  Earth 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Goodall’s  Sauce  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Koray  Tablets  ... 

1. 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Liquorice  Toffees 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Marzipan  Teacakes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Meat  Pies 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Mixed  Fruits 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pineapple  Segments 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pork  Pie  ... 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Pork  Sausage 

12 

9 

3 

— 

— 

9 

3 

Rum  & Butter  Toffees  . . . 

1 

1 

— 

— 



1 

— 

Rock 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Saccharine  Tablets 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Sandwich  Beet  Paste 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Sausage  ... 

6 

6 

— 

— 

— 

6 

— 

Seidletz  Powder 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Sparkle  ... 

2 

2 

— 

— 

— 

2 

— 

Stomach  Powder 

1 

1 



— 

— 

I 

— 

Strained  Apricots  & 

Oatmeal 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Strained  Orange  Pudding 

1 

1 

— 



— 

1 

— 

Sweet  Cigarettes ... 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Toffee  Champion 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Tongue  Paste 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Wine  Gums 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Yorkshire  Mixtures 

3 

3 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Zubes 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Totals — 

Milk  & Ice  Cream 

256 

203 

15 

32 

6 

235 

21 

Other  Food  & Drugs 

90 

86 

4 

— 

— 

86 

4 

346 

289 

19 

32 

6 

321 

25 

s;{ 


Particulars  of  Adulteration. 


No.  of 

Sample 

Article 

Adulteration  or  Offence 

831 

Milk 

Contained  only  8-28%  solids  not  fat. 

836 

Pork  Sausage 

Contained  only  59-40%  meat. 

876 

Red  Cherries  in 
Syrup 

Contained  108  parts  per  million  of  iron. 

882 

Milk 

Contained  only  2-91%  fat. 

924 

Ice  Cream 

Contained  only  3 -7%  fat. 

927 

Milk 

Contained  only  2-87%  fat. 

943 

Milk 

Contained  only  2-62%  fat. 

966 

Ice  Cream 

Contained  only  4 -8%  fat. 

967 

Ice  Cream 

Contained  only  3 -8%  fat. 

969 

Ice  Cream 

Contained  only  3-9%  fat. 

970 

Ice  Cream 

Contained  only  4-6%  fat. 

979 

Milk 

Contained  only  8 -08%  solids  not  fat. 

986 

Milk 

Contained  only  8-18%  solids  not  fat. 

987 

Milk 

Contained  only  2-88%  fat. 

989 

Milk 

Contained  only  8-16%  solids  not  fat. 

990 

Milk 

Contained  only  7-47%  solids  not  fat. 

994 

Milk 

Contained  only  2-97%  fat. 

63 

Ice  Cream 

Contained  only  3-9%  fat. 

90 

Milk 

Contained  only  2-83%  fat. 

120 

Milk 

Contained  only  2-82%  fat. 

121 

Milk 

Contained  only  2-86%  fat. 

135 

Milk 

Contained  only  2-77%  fat. 

136 

Milk 

Contained  only  2-86%  fat. 

156 

Pork  Sausage 

Contained  only  55-84%  meat. 

167 

Pork  Sausage 

Contained  only  61  - 1 1 % meat. 

Warnings  were  given  to  all  firms  concerned. 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Meat. 

During  December  the  Government  announced  that  meat 
would  be  de-rationed  in  1954  ; in  consequence  a preliminary 
survey  was  made  of  all  private  slaughterhouses  within  the 
Borough  and  butchers  wishing  to  re-commence  slaughtering 
were  advised  to  apply  for  licences. 

As  has  been  the  practice  throughout  the  period  of  control, 
meat  sold  in  Dewsbury  has  been  alaughtered  and  inspected  at 
Spenborough  Abattoir,  with  the  exception  of  a few  privately 
owned  pigs,  which  are  inspected  at  the  time  of  slaughter. 

Regular  visits  to  meat  shops  have  been  continued  through- 
out the  year. 

No.  of  visits  made  to  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...  63 

No.  of  inspections  of  meat  shops  and  meat  stalls  ...  540 

No.  of  inspections  of  food  preparers  (meat)  ...  ...  168 

No.  of  Licences  to  Slaughter  .'\nimals  under  the  Slaughter 
of  Animals  Act,  1933  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

The  weight  of  meat  condemned  during  the  year  was  : — 
Reef  ...  208^  lbs. 

Pork  ...  35 

.Mutton  ...  20 
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Other  Foods 

Number  of  visits 

to  General  Food  Premises  ... 

948 

tt  » 1 

Fried  Fish  Shops 

232 

$t  ft 

Bakehouses 

154 

ft  tt 

food  preparers  (other  than  meat) 

235 

Total  1569 

Particulars  of  other  food  surrendered  as  unfit  for  food  of 
man  ; — 

Tinned  Food — 

Fruit 
Fish 
Meat 

Milk  and  Cream 
Preserves 
Soup 

Vegetables 
Cooked  Ham 
Other  Food 

Fresh  Food — 


Jam  Rolls 

96 

Swiss  Rolls 

156 

Chocolate  Cakes 

98 

Madeira  Cakes  ... 

12 

Sponge  Puddings 

87 

Preserves 

27  jars 

Fruit  

28 

Chicken  ... 

3 „ 

Piccalilli  ... 

5 „ 

Meat  Paste 

2 .„ 

Cockles 

1 jar 

Sausage  ... 

252^  lbs. 

Bacon 

49  „ 

Cooked  Ham 

77 

Curd  Cheese 

7i  .. 

Flour 

6 

Cream  Cake 

12 

Butter 

20 

Cheese 

65|  .. 

Peas 

32 

Fish  

127  ., 

Fruit 

90  „ 

Boiled  Ham 

43f  .. 

Cereals  ... 

67 

Spaghetti 

19 

Jellied  Veal  

36 

Beetroot 

40  bags 

Flour 

10  „ 

Custard  Powder... 

24  Packets 

Cheese 

62  „ 

Cereals  ... 

20 

Beef  Suet 

7 

Potato  Crisps 

5 

Self-raising  Flour 

7 

Krispin  Wafer  Bars 

1 Packet 

Sauce 

7 bottles 

Vinegar  ... 

I bottle 

51  , 

420  , 
357  , 

14  , 
31  , 
435  , 

111 
279 
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MILK  SUPPLY. 


No.  of  Distributors  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  140 

„ Dairy  Premises  ...  22 

„ Inspections  of  Milk  Shops  and  Dairies  ...  278 

The  number  of  licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
(Raw  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  held  at  31st  December,  196.3 
were  : — 

Tuberculin  Tested — 

Deeders  Licences  ...  ...  ...  29 

Dealers  Supplementary  Licences  ...  ...  ...  10 


The  number  of  licences  under  the  Milk  (Special  Designation) 
(Pasteurised  and  Sterilised  Milk)  Regulations,  1949,  held  at  31st 
December,  1953,  were  : — 

Pasteurised — 


Dealers  (Pasteurisers)  Licences 

Dealers  Licences 

Dealers  Supplementary  Licences 

Sterilised — 

Dealers  (Sterilisers)  Licence 

Dealers  Licences 

Dealers  Supplementary  Licences 


4 

25 

10 


1 

129 

5 


Chemical  Analysis. 

The  legal  requirement  for  milk  is  a minimum  content  of 
3-0%  butter  fat  and  8-5%  solids  not  fat.  During  the  year 
under  review  198  samples  were  taken  of  which  15  were  reported 
by  the  Public  Analyst  as  being  adulterated.  Warnings  were 
given  to  the  vendors  concerned  and  followed  up  by  further 
samples. 


Month 

Number 
of  .samples 
taken 

Av(  ra  ge 

Results. 

Number 

adulterated 

Fat 

Solids  not  fat 

January 

6 

4-08 

8-61 

1 

February 

18 

3-96 

8-67 

— 

April 

27 

3-75 

8-70 

1 

May 

21 

4-07 

8-69 

2 

July  

25 

3-81 

8-42 

6 

August 

16 

3-97 

8-68 

— 

September  ... 

31 

4-12 

8-71 

— 

No\ ember  ... 

42 

3-86 

8-75 

3 

December  ... 

12 

3-71 

8-69 

2 

Total 

198 

3-91 

8-69 

15 

Percentage  adulterated  — 7-62% 
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Bacteriological  Analysis. 

Samples  of  milk  are  submitted  to  the  County  Laboratory 
at  Wakefield  as  a matter  of  routine  for  examination. 
samples  were  reported  as  being  satisfactory  after  the  prescribed 
test  and  22  unsatisfactory. 

The  following  table  shows  the  type  of  examination  carried 
out  and  the  results  ; appropriate  action  was  taken  where 
unsatisfactory  results  were  obtained. 


T5rpe  of  Test 


Designation 

Methylene 

Blue 

Phosph- 

atase 

Turbidity 

Biological 

B.  Tuber- 
culosis 

S. 

N.S. 

S.  N.S. 

S.  N.S. 

S.  N.S. 

Ordinary- 
Accredited  ... 
Sterilised  ... 
Tuberculin  Tested 
Pasteurised... 

T.T.  (Pasteurised) 

29  16 

11  3 

28  3 

68  — 

52  — 

68  — 

52  — 

5 — 

27  — 

11  — 

12  — 

Total 

188 

22 

120  — 

5 — 

50  — 

ICE  CREAM. 

Sampling  continued  during  the  year  and  164  visits  were 
made  to  premises  selling  or  making  ice  cream.  Samples  were 
submitted  for  both  chemical  and  bacteriological  examination. 

Chemical  Analysis. 

None  of  the  58  samples  taken  during  the  year  fell  below 
3-70%  fat,  whilst  some  reached  as  high  as  14-0%  fat  and  only 
6 fell  below  the  present  standard  of  5-0%,  which  is  a good  indi- 
cation of  the  quality  of  ice  cream  offered  for  sale  in  the  Borough. 


The  results  of  analysis  of  samples  taken  during  the  past 
five  years  by  this  Department  are  shown  in  the  following  tables. 


Fat  Content 

1949 

1950 

1951 

952 

1 

953 

No. 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

0/ 

/o 

No. 

% 

No. 

% 

0-0%  to  1-0% 

1-0%  to  2-0% 

2-0%  to  3-0% 

8 

5-3 

1 

1-5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3-0%  to  4-0% 

25 

16-5 

2 

3-0 

3 

4-5 

2 

5-6 

4 

6-9 

4-0%  to  5-0% 

31 

20-2 

11 

16-5 

2 

3-0 

1 

2-8 

3 

5-2 

6-0%  and  over 

87 

58-0 

54 

79-0 

60 

92-5 

33 

91-6 

51 

87-9 

Total  number  of 
samples  taken 

151 

68 

65 

36 

58 

87 


The  Public  Analyst  reported  on  the  samples  taken  during 
1953  as  follows  : — 


Month 

No.  of  Samples 

Satisfactory 

Unsatisfactory 

March 

6 

6 

April 

11 

— 

May 

9 

8 

1 

June 

5 

1 

4 

July  

5 

5 

— 

August 

6 

6 

— 

September  ... 

11 

10 

1 

October 

5 

5 

Total 

58 

52 

6 

Bacteriological  Analysis. 

There  are  5 producers  of  ice  cream  with  manufacturing 
premises  within  the  Borough.  Production  is  controlled  by  the 
Ice  Cream  (Heat  Treatment,  etc.)  Regulations,  1947-1951, 

Not  only  are  these  premises  regularly  inspected  but  samples 
are  taken  also  from  vendors  manufacturing  outside  the  district. 

The  grades  given  to  samples  of  ice  cream  are  based  on  the 
time  taken  to  reduce  Methylene  Blue  in  the  laboratory  and  are 


as  follows  : — 

Time  taken  to  reduce  Methylene  Blue 

Grade  1 

4J  hours  or  more 

2 

2^  to  4 hours 

3 

il  to  2 ho  irs 

4 

d 

Judgment  of  bacteriological  cleanliness  is  based  on  a series 
of  samples — too  much  attention  to  any  one  given  sample  is 
useless  for  technical  reasons.  It  has  been  suggested  that  over  a 
six  monthly  period  50%  of  a vendor's  samples  should  be  Grade  1, 
80%  in  Grades  1 and  2,  not  more  than  20%  in  Grade  3 and  none 
in  Grade  4. 


The  Graded  resul  s of  the  samoles  with  differentiation  for 
ice  cream  manufactured  in  the  Borough  and  outside,  are  as 
follows  ■ — 


Manufactured  in  Dewsbury — 

Number  of  Premises  5.  Grade  1 

Methylene  Blue  Test  ...  21 

i ’’ufactured  outside  Dewsbury — 
Number  of  Premises  9 

Methylene  Blue  Test  ...  21 

N II mt)er  of  Samples — fi5  42 


Grade  2 
6 


5 

11 


Grade  3 
3 


1 

4 


Grade  4 
S 


8 


88 


Table  showing  a monthly  analysis  of  ice  cream  samples  : — 


Month 

No.  of 
Samples 

Meth.  Blue  Test 

Passed 

Failed 

March 

6 

3 

3 

April 

11 

11 

— 

May 

9 

4 

5 

June  

5 

2 

3 

July  

12 

11 

1 

August  

6 

2 

4 

September 

11 

6 

5 

October 

5 

3 

2 

Total 

65 

42 

23 

GENERAL  SANITARY  INSPECTION. 

Analysis  of  Inspections. 

The  table  which  follows  indicates  the  varied  nature  of  the 
visits  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  under  the  heading  of 
general  sanitary  administration. 

Primary  Re-in-  Total 
Nature  of  Inspection.  Insp’ns  Inspections  Visits 


Housing  Conditions  : 
Dwellinghouse  inspections — 


Under  Public  Health  Acts 

1148 

3533 

4681 

,,  Housing  Acts... 

161 

33 

194 

Housing  Acts  (overcrowding) 

8 

— 

8 

Housing  Acts  (classification) 

222 

36 

258 

,,  Housing  Acts  (clearance  areas) 

— 

224 

224 

,,  Housing  Acts  (Individual  Unfit) 

4 

405 

409 

Re  Accumulations 

111 

82 

193 

Re  Cellars  Flooding  ... 

84 

34 

118 

Re  Water  Supply 

125 

84 

209 

Re  Yards,  Courts,  &c. 

41 

28 

69 

Inspections  for  the  M.O.H.  ... 

\'isits  to  : 

154 

““ 

154 

Schools  ... 

64 

7 

71 

Entertainment  Places... 

93 

69 

162 

Piggeries 

63 

12 

75 

Public  Conveniences  ... 

142 

15 

157 

Street  Gullies  and  Sewers 

125 

83 

208 

Markets 

550 

— 

550 

Stable  Premises 

31 

— 

31 

Animals  and  Birds 

39 

6 

45 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

27 

8 

35 

Refuse  Tips 

116 

2 

118 

Pet  Shops 

47 

— 

47 

Common-lodging-houses 

3 

— 

3 

Offensive  Traries 

8 

— 

8 

Miscellaneous 

1037 

— 

1037 

Interviews  (Owners,  etc.)  ... 

1174 

— 

1174 

Visits  for  Water  Sampling 

31 

— 

31 

8!) 


Complaints. 

Number  and  nature  of  complaints  received  and  investigated  : — 
r>ampness 

Vermin— Rats  and  Mice 

Bug  infestation  ... 

Refuse  Accommodation 
Fanitary  Accommodation  : 

Water  Closets  ... 

Cisterns 

Water  Closet  drains  ... 

C'vercrowding 
Water  Supply  : 

Defective  pipes 
Miscellaneous  ... 

Washing  Accommodation  ; 

Sinks 

Sink  Waste  Pipes 
Set  Pots 
Drainage 
Water  in  Cellar 
Miscellaneous 
General  ; 

Fireplaces 
Roofs 
Chimneys 
Pla.sterwork 
Eavesgutters  ... 

Windows 

Total 

Nuisances. 

Nuisacce.s  found 
Nuisances  remedied  ... 


...  19 
. 43 

..  17 

..  21 

..  30 
..  2 
..  8 
..  3 

1 

..  4 

..  24 

7 
1 

..  29 
..  23 
..  64 

..  3 

..  18 

7 

..  8 
..  3 

..  3 

...  328 


1856 

1750 


Action  under  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

Notices  Served. 

Formal.  Informal. 

110  883 


Notices  Complied  With. 
Formal.  Informal. 

96  879 


Action  under  Dewsbury  Corporation  Act,  1933  (S.20) 

Notices  Served.  Notices  Complied  With. 

108  107 

Housing  Statistics. 

1 - Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year ; — 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  defects 

(under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  1633 

(h)  Number  of  inspection.s  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  7028 

(2)  (o)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sut-head  (1) 

above)  which  were  inspected  and  recorded  under 
the  Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  ...  Nil. 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  ...  Nil. 

Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so  dangerous 

or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation  7 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred  to  under 
the  preceding  sub-head)  found  not  to  be  in  all  respects 
reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  991 

2.  — Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  service  of 

formal  Notices  : — 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  consequence 

of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority  or  their  Officers  7i'6 

3.  — Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year  : — 
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(а)  Proceedings  under  sections  9,  10  and  16  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936: 

(1)  Ilumber  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  Nd, 

(2)  Humber  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  ...  ...  ..  ...  Nil. 

(б)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  notices  were 

served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  191 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit  after 

service  of  formal  notices  : — 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  138 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  ...  15 

/(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936: 

'!)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil. 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance  of  Demo- 

lition Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  117 

(3)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  for  which  undertakings  were 

submited  and  accepted  by  Council  ...  ...  ...  7 

(4)  Number  of  Dwelling-houses  made  fit  on  undertakings 

accepted  by  Council...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

(i)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act,  1936  : 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in  respect 

of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  Nil, 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 

respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil. 

4. — Housing  Act,  1936. — Overcrowding  : — 

(а)  (1)  Number  of  dwellings-houses  overcrowded  at  the  end  of 

the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  201 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  201 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  ...  997 

(б)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  28 

(c)  (1)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the  year...  35 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  ...  ..  173 

(d)  Particulars  of  any  cases  in  which  dwellinghouses  have  again 

become  overcrowded  after  the  Local  Authority  has  taken 
steps  for  the  abatement  of  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

(«)  Temporary  overcrowding  Licences  granted  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

RODENT  CONTROL. 

Rats  and  Mice. 

During  the  year  299  inspections  and  679  re-inspections 
under  the  Prevention  of  Damage  by  Pests  Act,  1949  were  made 
of  infested  premises,  both  domestic  and  business,  and  all 
necessary  steps  taken  to  clear  the  premises. 

The  appreciable  reduction  in  the  number  of  re-inspections 
was  due  entirely  to  an  improvement  in  technique  recommended 
and  approved  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
wherein  the  supervision  of  baiting  and  re-baiting  has  been 
reduced  to  a minimum  and  the  results  obtained  have  been 
gratifying. 

Two  part-time,  fully  trained  rodent  operators  are  employed 
by  the  Department,  whilst  in  addition,  the  Borough  Engineer’s 
staff  have  attended  to  the  treatment  of  sewers.  During  the  year 
1 comprehensive  treatment  was  given  to  all  Corporation  sewers 
known  to  be  infested,  together  with  a 10%  check  on  all  the 
remaining  manholes. 
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SMOKE  ABATEMENT, 

In  1953,  188  smoke  observations  of  industrial  chimneys 
were  taken  and  43  inspections  were  made  of  boiler  plants,  in  only 
2 cases  were  the  byelaws  contravened  necessitating  the  service 
of  notices.  Efforts  to  minimise  the  emission  of  excessive  smoke 
were  made  by  contact  with  works  engineers  and  the  Ministry  of 
Fuel  and  Power. 

The  results  of  the  analyses  on  the  four  soot  deposit  gauges 
and  the  sulphur  dioxide  recording  instrument  dispersed  within 
the  Borough  indicate  a further  reduction  in  atmospheric 
pollution. 

Compared  with  an  average  monthly  deposit  of  22-91  tons 
per  square  mile  in  1951  and  18-23  tons  last  year,  the  1953  figure 
of  16-31  tons  per  square  mile  shows  a reduction  of  almost  2 tons 
per  square  mile. 

Although  a close  watch  is  kept  on  industrial  smoke  output, 
domestic  grates  of  the  type  in  general  use  in  Dewsbury  remain  a 
somewhat  insurmountable  obstacle  to  the  attainment  of  a clean 
atmosphere. 

ATMOSPHERIC  POLLUTION  1953. 

Estimation  of  sulphur  by  lead  peroxide  method. 

Observations  at  Savile  Town. 

Mg.  of  SOa/day 
collected  by  100  sq.  cm. 
of  Batch  A Pb02 
(louvered  cover) 


January  

. . . 

2-92 

February  ... 

2-48 

March 

2-74 

April 

1-56 

May 

1-27 

June  

1-40 

July  

1-18 

August 

1-04 

September  ... 

1-39 

October  ...  . .^ 

1-87 

November  ... 

2-18 

December  ... 

2-16 

Average  for  the  year 

1-85 

Meteorological  Report, 

1953. 

Observations  at  Crow  Nest  Park. 


Rainfall 

Sunshine 

inches 

Hours 

Minutes 

January 

0-70 

21 

20 

February  ... 

1-70 

51 

55 

March 

1-10 

114 

40 

April 

2-23 

141 

30 

May 

1-61 

195 

0 

June 

1-83 

95 

0 

July 

2-91 

147 

50 

August 

3-61 

127 

20 

September  ... 

1-67 

109 

30 

October 

1-90 

66 

30 

November  ... 

2-21 

0 

68 

December  ... 

0-91 

15 

46 

22-38 

1087 

18 
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-Metric  tons  of  soot  deposited  per  100  sq.  kilometres. 
English  tons  of  soot  deposited  per  sq.  mile. 

♦Analysis  not  carried  Qijt, 
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Rag  Flock. 

4 licences  under  the  Rag  Flock  and  Other  Filling  Materials 
Act,  1951  relating  to  premises  where  rag  flock  is  manufactured 
or  stored  were  renewed  and  2 premises  where  Ailing  materials 
are  used  in  upholstery  are  registered. 

8 formal  samples  were  submitted  for  anlaysis  and  were 
reported  to  be  genuine  in  compliance  with  the  requirements  of 
the  Regulations.  Individual  results  were  as  follows  : — 


Rag  Flock. 


Chlorine  as  soluble 

Oil 

Soluble 

Sample 

impurities  in  parts 

and 

Impurities 

No. 

per  100,000 

Soap 

(average) 

14 

5 

1-9% 

0-6% 

16 

11 

2-5% 

1-4% 

20 

3 

2-0% 

0-6% 

21 

5 

1-8% 

1-2% 

Wished  Flock. 

Chlorine  as  soluble 

Oil 

Soluble 

Sample 

impurities  in  parts 

and 

Impurities 

No. 

per  100,000 

Soap 

(average) 

16 

25 

2-9% 

1 -2% 

19 

3 

1-1% 

0-9% 

Feathers  and 

Down. 

Sample 

Total  Impurities 

No. 

(average) 

17 

1-4% 

18 

0-8% 

Fertilisers  and  Feeding  Stuffs. 

9 samples  of  Fertilisers  and  4 samples  of  Feeding  Stuffs 
were  taken. 

Pharmacy  and  Poisons  Act. 

45  visits  were  made  to  premises  which  were  registered  as 
Listed  Sellers  under  Part  II  of  this  Act.  There  were  no  con- 
traventions of  the  Act. 
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Vermin. 

178  visits  were  made  to  verminous  premises  and  69  visits 
to  premises  found  to  be  dirty. 

In  addition  to  cases  of  infestation  found  by  the  Inspectors, 
an  ever  growing  number  of  householders  and  owners  have  sought 
the  advice  and  assistance  of  the  Department,  and  during  the  year 
21  houses  with  a total  of  37  rooms  have  been  treated  by  gaseous, 
liquid  or  powdered  insecticides.  In  addition  32,286  articles  of 
bedding,  clothing  and  furniture,  etc.,  were  disinfested. 

The  service  to  local  manufacturers  requiring  disinfection 
certificates  for  goods  treated  before  exportation  has  been 
continued. 


Infectious  Diseases. 

No.  of  visits  to  investigate  cases  of  infectious  disease  142 
No.  of  visits  to  investigate  cases  of  food  poisoning  12 
No.  of  visits  re  infectious  disease  contacts  ...  ...  27 

No.  of  houses  disinfected  after  cases  of  infectious  disease  113 
No.  of  rooms  „ „ „ 141 

No.  of  articles  „ „ „ „ „ „ 17,644 

No.  of  library  books  „ „ „ „ „ 69 

In  all  cases  the  bedding  is  collected  by  the  staff  of  the 
Department,  and  steam  disinfected. 


Refuse  Accommodation. 

2,247  inspections  were  made  and  456  dustbins  were  renewed 
or  provided  following  action  by  this  Department. 

One  owner  excercised  the  right  of  appeal  against  a notice 
served  under  Section  75  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  to  provide 
a dustbin.  The  appe  al  was  successful  and  notice  to  provide  the 
bin  was  then  served  on  the  occupier  of  the  premises  who  complied 
without  invoking  his  right  of  appeal.  Apart  from  this  isolated 
case  the  administration  of  this  section  of  the  Public  Health  Act 
continued  satisfactorily  throughout  the  year. 


Factories  Act,  1937. 


No.  of  inspections  (Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  ...  159 

No.  of  re-inspections  (Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  ...  46 

No.  of  inspections  (No  Mechanical  Power)  ...  ..  9 

No.  of  re-inspections  (No  Mechanical  Power)  ...  ...  3 

No.  of  inspections  (Outworkers)  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 


Inspections  of  Factories  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  Purposes  of 
Provisions  as  to  Health. 


Number 

on 

Register 

Number  of 

Premises 

Inspections 

Written 

Notices 

Occupiers 

Prosecuted 

(i)  Factories  in  which  Secs. 
1,  2,  3,  4 & 6 are  to  be  en- 
forced by  Local  Authorities 

74 

12 

1 

(ii)  Factories  not  included  in 
(i)  to  which  section  7 
applies  : 

(a)  Subject  to  the  Local 
Authorities  (Transfer  of 
Enforcement)  Order,  1938 

306 

205 

5 

(b)  Others 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Total 

374 

217 

6 

— 

Cases  in  which  DEFECTS  were  found  : 


No. 

of  cases  defects  found 

No.  of 
Prose- 
cutions 

Particulars 

Found 

Reme- 

died 

Ref< 

To  H.M. 
Inspector 

jrred 

By  H.M. 
Inspector 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

6 

7 





Overcrowding 
Unreasonable  tempera- 

— 

— 

— 

— 

ture  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Inadequate  ventilation 
Inefiective  drainage  of 

— 

— 

— 

floors 

Sanitary  Conveniences  : 

— 

— 

— 

— 

(a)  Insufiicient 

(5)  Unsuitable  or  de- 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

fective 

(c)  Not  separate  for 

21 

9 

— 

— 

— 

sexes  ... 

Other  offences  against 
the  Act  (not  including 
offences  relating  to 

Outwork) 

5 

1 

1 

— 

— 

Total 

32 

18 

1 

— 

— 

Number  of  outworkers  ...  22 


Sanitary  Accommodation. 

Early  in  the  year  the  conversion  of  trough  closets,  pail 
closets  and  privies  conveniently  situated  within  reach  of  sewers 
was  completed,  and  now  only  isolated  dwellings  remain  on  the 
conservancy  system. 


Inspections  : 


W.C.  accommodation 

Privies,  pails,  troughs  and  W.W.C’s. 


738 

245 


Conversions  : 

Pails  and  privies  to  W.C’s.  ... 
Troughs  to  W.C’s. 

W.W.C’s.  to  W.C’s 


6 

10 


Drainage. 

Plans  of  all  proposed  drainage  work  are  submitted  for  the 
consideration  of  this  Department  before  their  approval. 

The  Department’s  staff  is  responsible  for  the  supervision 
and  testing  of  all  drainage  work,  including  new  drains  and 
alterations  to  existing  ones,  by  the  use  of  either  smoke,  colour 
or  chemicals. 

Drain  Tests  : 

Total  Length  of  drains  tested  by  smoke — 

4 ins.  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8,710  feet 

6 ins.  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7,602  feet 

9 ins.  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  84  feet 

No.  of  drains  tested  and  inspected — 

Inspections  of  drainage  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  418 

Smoke  tests — new  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  204 

Smoke  tests. — existing  drains  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  45 

Colour  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  144 

Chemical  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Other  tests  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Drains  reconstructed  ...  ....  ...  ...  ...  ...  39 


Shops  Act,  1950. 


572 


No.  of  Inspections  of  Shops 
„ Re-Inspections  of  Shops 
,,  Shops  entered  on  Register  (31st  Dec.,  1953) 


3 

648 


Merchandise  Marks  Act,  1926. 

499  visits  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  for  the 
purposes  of  the  Act,  minor  contraventions  were  put  right  by 
informal  action. 


